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'  GENERAL  LAWS 


TENTH  LEGISLATURE 

(OA.LX.ED    SESSION,) 


WITH    THE 


PROVISIONAL  AND  PERMANENT  CONSTITUTIONjS: 


THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES; 


ALSO, 


TIE  CeiSflTriTIti  §F  TIE  SfME  OF  llMl 


HOUSTON,   TEXAS: 

PROmso  AT  THS  GALVESTON  '"NBWS"  BOOK  ttMIOi  /OS  O'PFJCK. 


GENERAL    LAWS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


AN  ACT  to  arixeiid  ihe  2i  and  Zd  sections  of  an  Act  entiUed  "^n  Act  io  reor- 
ganize the  16ih  Judicial  Dlsirid  arA  define  the  (ime  of  holding  CkAirts  iherein," 
approved  Febraarj  2d.  1861. 

SscTio^?  1.  Bq  il  enicied  by  itfe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
2d  section  of  the  above  recited  act  be  amended  so  as  to  read  ae  tollows :  "  The 
District  Court  shall  be  held  twice  in  each  year,  ia  paid  District,  as  follows,  to- 
wit :  In  the  County  of  Ellis  on  the  1st  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  in 
each  year,  and  may  continue  in  scHsicn  two  weeks  ;  in  the  County  of  Johnson 
on  the  3d  Mondays  ia  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one 
week  ;  in  the  County  of  Parker,  on  the  4ih  Mondays  in  March  and  September, 
and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks  ;  in  the  County  of  Tarrant,  on  the  2d 
Monday  after  the  4th  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in 
session  two  weeks  ;  in  the  County  of  Dallas,  on  the  4th  Monday  after  the  4th 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks  ;  in 
the  County  of  Kaufman,  on  the  6th  Monday  after  the  1th  Mondays  in  March 
and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  two  weeks ;  in  the  County  of 
Van  Zandt,  on  the  8th  Monday  after  the  4th  Mondays  in  March  and  September, 
and  may  continue  in  session  until  the  business  ia  disposed  of." 

Sec.  2.  That  the  third  section  of  the  act  above  recited  be  so  amended  as 
to  read  as  follows  :  '•  That  all  writs  and  other  process  issued  from  the  District 
Courts,  of  any  of  the  counties  named  in  this  act,  shall  be  made  returnable 
to  the  terms  of  said  Courts  as  established  by  this  act,  and  all  cases  of  appeals, 
or  writs  of  erroi*  from  judgments  of  the  District  Coutt  in  this  District,  shall  be 
returnable  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  Austin,  except  the  Counties  of  Kaufman 
and  Van  Zandt,  which  shall  be  returnable  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  Tyler," 

Sec.  3.  That  all  laws  conflicting  herewith  bo,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  re- 
pealed, and  that  this  act  take  effect,  and  be  in  force,  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  20tb,  1864. 

CHAPTER  II. 

AN  ACT  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Extra 
Session  of  the  Te^ith  Legislature. 

SsCTiON  1.  J3e  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
8ura  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Confederate  Treasury  notes,  or  so  mnch  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  p-^y  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Extra  Seegioo  of  the  Tenth  Legislatnre; 

Sec.  2.    That  this  act  take  egect  from  &ad  sJTter  its  passage. 

Approved  May  23d,  1864. 


CHAPTER  III. 

AN  ACT  to  reorganize  the  Seveniemth  Judicial  District  a)td  to  prescribe  tJie  time 
for  holding  Courts  therein. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Texcis,  That  the 
Seventeenth  Judicial  District  shall  hereafter  be  compoeed  of  the  Counties  of 
Williamson,  Burnet,  Llano,  Mason,  San  Saba,  McCnlloch,  Brown  and  Lampassas, 
and  the  District  Court  shall  be  held  twice  in  each -year,  in  each  of  said  coun- 
ties, as  follows :  In  the  County  of  Williamson,  on  the  1st  Mondays  in  March 
and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  four  weeks  ;  in  the  County  of 
Burnet,  on  the  4th  Monday  after  the  Ist  Mondays  in  March  and  September, 
and  may  continue  in  session  one  week  ;  in  the  County  of  Llano,  on  the  5th 
Monday  after  the  1st  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in 
session  one  week ;  in  the  County  of  Mason,  on  the  6th  Monday  after  the  1st 
Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week  ;  in 
the  County  of  San  Saba,  on  the  Tth  Monday  after  the  1st  Mondays  in  March 
and  September,  and  may  continue  in  session  one  week ;  in  the  County  of 
McCuUoch,  on  the  8th  Monday  after  the  1st  Mondays  in  March  and  September, 
and  may  continue  in  session  one  week  ;  in  the  County  of  Brown,  on  tie  9th 
Monday  after  the  1st  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  continue  in 
session  one  week  ;  in  the  County  of  Lampassas,  on  the  10th  Monday  after  the 
1st  Mondays  in  March  and  September,  and  may  contiuue  in  session  until  the 
business  is  disposed  of. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  writs,  and  other  process  issued  from  the  District  Court  of 
any  of  the  counties  named  in  this  act,  shall  be  made  returnable  to  the  terms  of 
said  Courts  as  established  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.    That  this  act  take  effect  from  its  passage. 

Approved  May  23d,  18G4. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

AN  ACT  to  arncnd  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  amend  an  Ad  eniiikd  an  Act  to 
organize  County  Courts.^'    Approved  February  16th,  1862. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
first  section  of  the  above  recited  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  so  amended 
as  to  read  as  follows  : 

"  Section  20.  The  regular  terms  of  the  County  Court  shall  commence  and  be 
held  at  the  Court-house  of  each  county,  in  this  State,  on  the  last  Monday  ia 
every  month  for  the  probate  of  wills,  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary,  of 
administration,  and  of  guardianship,  and  the  transaction  of  all  business  grow- 
ing out  of,  or  connected  with  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Courts, 
over  executors,  administrators  and  guardians,  and  estates  of  deceased  per- 
sons, minors,  idiots,  lunatics,  and  peraons  non  compos  mentis.  Such  terms  shall 
be  held  by  the  Chief  Justice,  without  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners, and  may  be  continued,  from  day  to  day,  for  one  week,  but  not 
longer ;  and  the  Chief  Justice  shall  have  the  authority  to  transact  such  busi- 
ness growing  out  of,  or  connected  with  such  powers  and  jurisdiction,  during 
the  vacation  between  said  terms  of  said  court,  as  may  be  authorized  by  law." 

Sec.  2.    That  this  act  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  23d,  1864. 

'         "'  CHAPTER  Y. 

AN  ACT  io  prevent  Slaves  from  exercising  pretended  ovmership  over  property. 
SacnoN  1.    B^U  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  ITiat  it  shall 


6 

be  tmlawfol  for  any  slave  owner  to  knowingly  permit  any  slate  to  have,  or 
exercise,  any  pretended  ownership  or  control,  in  his  or  her  own  right,  over  any 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  or  hogs,  within  this  State.  And  where  any  such  pretended 
right  of  ownership  now  exists,  the  master,  or  other  person  having  the  control 
•f  such  slave,  shall,  within  six  montlis  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  dispose  of 
such  property  by  sale  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  2.  The  owner  offending  under  the  first  section  of  this  act,  may  be  in- 
dicted and  tried  in  the  District  Court,  and  upon  conviction,  shall  be  find  in  any 
snni  not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  goats  or  hogs,  oyer 
which  such  negro  may  exercise  a  pretended  right  of  ownership,  or  on  which 
such  negro  shsSl  have  a  brand  or  ear  mark. 

Sec.  3.    That  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  its  passage. 

Approved  May  26th.  1864. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

AN^  ACT  to  provide  for  the  revision  of  the  Laws. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That 
the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  appoint  a  competent 
person  to  revise,  digest,  and  arrange  the  Laws,  Civil  and  Criminal,  of  this  State, 

Sec.  2.  That  said  Reviser  shall,  in  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this 
act,  reduce  the  several  subjects  into  proper  chapters  and  sections,  bringing  into 
each  chapter,  as  near  as  may  be,  a  condensation  of  all  the  public  laws  appertain- 
ing to  the  subject  treated  in  each  chapter  ;  that  the  Reviser  shall  not  simply  trans- 
fer the  Statutes,  but  shall,  (without  changing  the  sense,)  so  alter  their  phraseolo- 
gy as  to  exclude  all  redundancy  of  expression  ;  and  where  there  shall  be  several 
acts  relating  to  the  same  subject,  they  shall  be  condensed  into  one,  and  so  ex- 
pressed as  clearly  to  set  forth  the  sense  of  the  whole,  having  regard  to  judicial 
expositions  thereof;  and  he  shall  simplify  and  arrange,  under  distinct  heads, 
the  manner  of  procedure  in  the  several  Courts  of  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  That  whenever  it  shall  be  apparent  that  there  may  be  Legislative 
omissions  in  any  Statute,  said  Reviser  shall  supply  the  same  so  as  to  perfect 
such  Statiite,  and  render  its  operations  complete. 

Sec.  4.  That  said  Reviser  shall  prepare  appropriate  titles,  and  sub-divisions 
of  titles  for  each  chapter,  clearly  and  briefly  expressive  of  the  subjects  treated ; 
also,  shall  make  an  index,  for  easy  reference  to  the  manuscript  copy  of  the 
Code  ;  shall  add  such  marginal  notes  to  the  Acts  as  shall  be  proper  for  the 
clear  elucidation  of  them,  and  for  easy  reference  to  the  several  laws  from  which 
he  may  compile,  with  references  to  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which 
construction  may  be  given  to  the  acts. 

Sec.  5.  That  said  Reviser  shall  pfepare  said  Code  and  report  the  same  to  the 
Governor,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  after  said  Code  has  .been  reported  to  him,  to 
have  at  least  two  hundred  copies  of  the  same,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Reviser,  printed,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Legislature  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Sec.  6.  That  said  Reviser  shall  have  the  right  to  take  from  the  oflSce  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  library  of  the  Supreme  Court,  any  books  necessary 
for  the  performance  of  his  duties  under  this  act,  upon  giving  his  receipt  there- 
for, and  he  shall  be  respoasible  for  the  return  of  the  same  within  a  reasonable 
time. 

Sec.  7.  That  said  Reviser  shall  receive  for  his  services  such  compensation  as 
the  Legislature  may  hereafter  provide. 

Sec.  8.  That  this  act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  27,  1864. 


CHAPTStl  VII. 

AN  ACT  to  ngvlati  ih&  rec.tziticn  and  disposal  cf  Coi^ederaie  Notes  and  BoJids, 
now  and  hireafier,  in  the  jS-tiawry. 

SECTtoN  1.  Be  it  enadsd  by  Uie  LegiskUure  of  Uk  Stale  of  Texas,  a-s  follows  : 
After  too  Ia;-t  day  of  uesfi  June,  Assessors  and  CoUecton;  of  Taxes,  and  other 
Receivers  of  fuadii  for  the  Stite.  or  in  ita  Dame,  or  for  counties,  shall  not  receive 
any  Coa.'ed(-Tat.e  noto&  of  (u<4  a'd  mi,a-^  oi'  the  denominatior!.  of  one  LutKjred 
dollars;  Provided.  iKkKever,  that  thu  Cotioty  Courts  of  tJie  eeveral  couaties,  by 
order  duly  eii'ered  I'i a  tbt;  miatii-e!*  taeceof,  either  &i  regular  or  special  terms, 
may  fix  any  otutr  d;i.y  than  the  a-xid  hu-i  say  of  Jaie  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  aad  before  the  said  Liit  day  of  June,  alter  which  day  co  fized,  it  shall  not 
be  lawfiji  for  any  Ar-Siis-or  and  Collector  ta  receive  s-xid  aole«i  in  payment  of 
any  Civucrj  Uiu-s,  aad  they  miy  ilao  jequire  (heir  Ai^seoFors  an;!  ColL'ctore  to 
pay  ov^r  to  the  County  Treai-irer  all  8ueh  notea  oq  or  before  that  day. 

Ali  asitcs  of  thia  d3iioai:a;itii>n.  not  bearing  interest,  and  !it  the  dat^  aforesaid 
in  ihe  Ticasurvj  or  beh:'Cging,i.:>  tte  State,  snail  be  funded  by  (he  Oomptroller 
iccordla.^  to  tbc  pcuvisiau  therefor  by  the  present  or  any  future  law  of  the 
Coafedera'c  Statea  of  America  ;  and  ihe  Grovernor  is  aulQorised  to  make  the 
uecer-s-iry  certiGcate  to  detei'inliie  tha  cotes  to  be  so  funded. 

The  bo.nda,  obtaii^ed  hj'  such  fundiajx,  sbaU  be  deposited  ia  the  Treasury  in 
substitution  ^^r  the  notea  so  funded,  and  shall  ho  retnala  until  otherwise  dis- 
posed cf,  eitiier  by  future  legislation  or  by  ea'e,  which  may  be  made  by  a  Com- 
aiasion.  ciaBJatiag  of  th?i  Governor,  the  Comptroller,  ?.nd  th(»  Treasurer ;  but 
such  sale  shall  cot  he  made  unless  the  CommiaBion  shall  consider  that  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  the  State  ;  in  widcli  case  the  Commissici;  may  exchange 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  edd  bonds  for  any  indebtedneas  of  the  Btate  or  for 
current  treasury  notes  of  the  Confederacy  of  the  now  ia'i'uee.  in  such  manner 
as  may  be  deemed  best  for  the  interegt  of  the  State. 

AH  Confederate  troasary  notes  continued  in  circnlation,  or  put  therein  as 
currency,  without  being  subjected  t-o  any  provision  for  n-r-cegsary  funding,  bj  a 
law  now  or  hereafter  made  by  the  Confederate  Coagreas,  ehall  be  recogoiaed  as 
the  new  issrae  of  Confederate  t'-eaairy  notes,  in  foatr-idlr-tinction  from  all  Con- 
federata  treasury  notes,  now  or  hereafter  sabjocted  to  some  provision  of  Con- 
federate law  for  necessary  fuading,  io  be  known  as  the  eld  isGue  of  r^ocfsderatft 
treasury  notes. 

Skc.  2.  Confedet'ato  treasury  notes,  bearing  interest,  sha'l  not  be  received 
for  taxes  or  other  public  dues  after  the  laat  day  of  next  Juno  ;  and  all  such 
notes,  now  or  hereafter  in  the  Treaaury,  shall  bo  rfrnain,  or  may  be  otherwise 
dispcsed  of  aa  provided  in  the  first  section  for  the  disposal  of  bonds. 

Sec.  3,  Confederate  treasury  notes  of  the  old  issue,  as  defined  in  the  first 
section,  shall  not  be  receivable  at  par  for  public  dues  after  Ihe  last  day  of  next 
June ;  but  suc^  notes,  except  those  disposed  of  otherwise  by  the  flrst  and 
second  sections,  may  be  thereafter  received  for  public  dues  until  the  last  day 
of  next  October,  iacluding  that  day,  but  not  longer,  at  the  ra(e  of  three  for 
two,  or  one-third  less  thaa  the  no<ainal  amount;  and  rll  ench  notes  novy  or 
hereafter  ia  the  Treasury,  aaail  be  exchanged  for  Conf^.derate  tre.ienry  noti?8 
of  the  new  issue,  as  defined  iu  the  first  section  a,ccording  to  the  law  for  such 
exchange,  aad  the  Comptroller  thall  make  euch  exchange  of  thepe  notpg  as 
soon  as  may  be  conveniently  done  after  their  reception  into  the  Treasury ; 
provided  such  notes  may  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  on  Any  warrant  of  the 
Comptroller  at  said  rate  of  three  for  two,  if  the  creditor  be  willing  go  to  re- 
ceive payment. 

Sec.  4.  Every  law  heretofore  or  hereafter  providing,  m  general  terms,  for 
the  reception  or  disbursement  of  Coafed  >r'ile  treasury  notes,  shall  be  con- 
strued as  embracing  such  rotes  of  the  ns^w  it>snp,  and  excluding  those  of  the 
old  issue,  as  defined  lathe  first  section,  and  ybili  hwe  correiponding  eflff^t. 

Sec.  5.  So  far  as  any  existing  law  may  be  incompatible  with  this  act,  auch 


mcooaisteat  law  ia  euapeaded  am  to  the  subjectii  of  tbU  act,  au  tti&tite  proyi- 
oi«na  may  be  enforbed  aa  to  its  subjects  without  repealling  ths  eiiatinif  law  as 
ik>  other  gttbjectg. 

Sec.  6.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  paeaagf;. 

Approved  May  27.  1864. 

CHAPTER  ^ail. 
AN  ACT  to  punish  milavcful  interference  with  priwde  property  or  private  rights. 

Section-  1.  Beit  enacted  hy  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall,  without  lawful  authority,  take,  molest  or  disturb,  or 
cause  to  be  taken,  molested  or  disturbed  the  personal  or  movable  property  of 
any  person  or  persons  in  this  State :  or  if  any  person  or  persons,  without  law- 
ful authority,  molest  or  disturb  any  person  or  persons,  in  the  free  use  and  en- 
joyment of  his,  her  or  their  personal  or  movable  property,  or  unlawfully 
cause  any  person  to  be  molested  or  disturbed ;  or  it  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
without  lawful  authority,  prevent  or  prohibit,  or  cause  to  be  prevented  or  pro- 
hibited, any  person  from  lawfully  transporting,  or  exporting,  or  disposing  of 
^is,  her  or  their  personal  or  movable  property,  by  threats,  force,  exaction,  or 
iny  other  means  whatever  ;  or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  under  the  sem- 
1»lance  of  legal  order,  or  authority,  unlawfully  take,  molest  or  disturb  the  per? 
?«nal  or  movable  property  of  any  person  or  persons,  or  by  any  means  whateveS: 
interfere  with,  or  cause  to  be  interfered  with,  the  free  use,  transportation,  expor- 
tation or  disposition  of  the  same,  or  shall,  in  the  exercise  of  lawful  authority, 
act  unlawfully  or  oppressively  towards  the  owner  thereof :  he,  she  or  they,  thus 
offending,  and  every  person-  in  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  of- 
fence, and,  upon  conviction,  shall  be  find  in  any  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  County  Jail  not  longer  than  twelve  months, 
or  by  confinement  at  hard  labor  in  the  Penitentiary  for  any  term  not  less  than 
two  years,  or  by  fine  and  imprisonment  as  aforesaid,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
•Jury. 

Skc.  2.  If  any  person  shall  violate  any  provision  of  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  under  the  false  pretense  of  acting  under  orders  from  lawful  authority, 
when,  in  fact,  he  has  no  such  orders,  it  shall  be  deemed  an  aggravation  of  the 
offence,  and  punished  by  fine  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars,  and  by  con- 
Snement,  at  hard  labor,  in  the  Penitentiary  not  less  than  four  years,  or  by  fine 
%nd  imprisonment  as  aforesaid,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Jury. 

Approved  May  28th.  1864. 

CHAPTER  IX 

AH  ACT  making  an  appropriation  to  meet  any  deficiency  that  niay  accruein  the 

appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Comptroller's  Departmerd  for  the  years 

1864  and  1865. 

Skction  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Leqislaiurex>f  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
8um  of  five  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be  and 
is  hereby  appropriated  to  meet  any  deficiency  that  may  accrue  in  the  appropri- 
tion  made  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Comptroller's  Department  for  the 
years  1864  and  1865. 

Sec.  2.    This  act  to  take  effecl  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 
•  Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  X. 

AN  ACT, , supplemental  io.  dnd  ainendalor>j  of  "An  Act  to  adopt  arid  establish  a 
Ptnal  Code.  " 

Skction  1.  Be  it  em^ed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tkxas,  That  the 
act  above  recited  be  amended  by  adding  the  foUowing  article  to  the  same,  to- 


wit:  "  Abticlb  348.  a.— M  any  officer  of  the  lawsbaH  wfifaJly  ot  negligentto 
hSi  *o  perform  any  dnty  mposed  on  him  by  the  Penal  Code,  or  Code  of  Ori^ 
*al  j^ooedore,  he  BhaU.whea  the  act  or  omisuon  »  not  otherwise  defined,  be 
4ieeiHd  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  pnnished  as  pre.scribed  in  Article  349  of 
^18  Code." 

Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

AN  ACT  to  aiMnd  the  third  section  of  "An  Act  to  prcwide  for  ike  siq)port  of  the 

JPamUUs  and  Dependenis  of  Texas  Soldiers."     Apprwed  December  15th,  1863. 

Sbkjtion  1.  Be  it  emded  by  ike  Legislature  of  ike  State  of  Texas,  as  follows, 
to-wit :  That  the  third  section  of  the  above  recited  act  be  amended  so  as  to 
read  as  follows,  to-wit : 

"Sec.  a  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  immediately 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  forward  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  each  county  in 
the  State  a  copy  of  this  act,  with  such  instructions  and  forms  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  its  provisions  into  efiFect,  and  the  Chief  Justices  shall  immediately 
cipon  tiie  receipt  of  the  same,  ascertain,  or  cause  to  be  ascertained,  in  such 
manner  as  they  may  deem  best,  the  number  of  indigent  persons  in  their  re- 
spective counties  entitled  to  relief  under  this  act,  and  shall  make  an  accurate 
jreturn  of  the  same  to  the  Comptroller's  ofl5ce,on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  and  a  like  return  shall  be  made,  by  them  on  or  before  the  first 
flay  of  March,  1865,  which  return  shall  be  made  officially,  by  the  Chief  Justices 
or  County  Commissioners  (when  the  Chief  Justices  fail,  refufle  or  neglect  to 
act,)  and  they  shall  certify  that  the  return  is  a  just,  true  and  correct  return  of  all 
*he  dependents  of  Texas  oflScers  and  soldiers,  entitled  to  relief  under  this  act, 
who  are  indigent  and  supported  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  County  Court,  and 
fliat  only  such  are  therein  returned,  which  certificates  shall  be  signed  by  the  of- 
Jcer  or  officers  making  the  same  and  attested  by.  the  seal  of  the  Court,  and 
«hall  be  considered  as  under  oath." 

Sec.  2.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws,  in  conflict  with  this  act,  be  re- 
pealed, and  this  Act  take  efieet  from  its  passage. 

Approved  May  28tb,  1864. 

CHAPTER  Xn. 

AN  ACT  to  furnish  the  Reporter  of  the  Decisions  of  ike  Supr&ne  Court  iSta- 

iumery. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
Military  Board  of  this  State  be  authorized  and  required  to  furnish  the  Reporter 
«f  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  the  stationery  necessary  to  enable 
lira  to  prepare  the  Decisions  of  said  Court  for  publication. 

Sec.  2.    That  this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  Xm. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  appoint  certain  officers  to  represent  the  in- 
terests of  the  State,  and  of  ffiedtisensand  soldiers  of  the  &ate,cA  the  Bead  Qaa/r- 
iersof  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  at  the  Head  friers  of  the  District 
Of  Texas,  New  Mexico  am  Arizona. 

Section  1.  JBe  ii  emcled  by  the  Legislature  of  ike  Staie  of  Texas,  That  the 
Governor  is  authorized  to  appoint  two  persons,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
keep  the  (Sovernor  advised  of  all  matters  of  importance  pertaining  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  State,  that  may  occur  at  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Trans-Missis- 
twppi  Department  and  at  tJbe  Head  Quarters  of  the  J)idtnd>  of  Texasi,  New  Mex- 


ieo  and  Arizona  ;  and  to  take  in  charge  and  represent  the  interest  of  the  Sol- 
(Hvrs  and  Citiaens  of  Texas,  having  businese  at  said  Head  Quarters. 

Bbc.  2.  That  the  persons  bo  (^pointed  shall  have  the  rank  and  pay  of  Cold* 
nels  of  cavalry  in  the  Confederate  States  service,  and  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
appropriation  made  for  the  defence  of  the  State  by  the  Tenth  Legislature. 

Sec.  3.    This  act  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 
AN  ACT  further  to  provide  the  manner  of  proving  a  virUlen  wiU. 

Sectidn  1.  Seit  eiiaded  'by  the  Legislature  of 'the  State  of  Texas,  That  where 
tke  subscribing  witnesses  to  a  will  are  in  the  army,  and  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State,  said  will  may  be  probated,  on  proof,  by  two  witnesses  of  the  hand 
writing  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  said  will,  and  also  of  the  testator  if  he 
was  able  to  write  ;  which  proof  may  be  either  by  afiSdavit  taken  in  open  Court, 
and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  or  by  deposition,  and  this  act  siall  take  effect 
from  its  passage. 

Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  XV, 

AN  ACT  nuxking  an  appropriation  to  pay  for  Stationery  and  Llgliting  Mateiiale 
purchased  for  the  10th  Legislature. 

Section.  1.  Be  ii  enacted  by  th»  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  in  specie,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  tb  pay  for  stationery  and  lighting 
material  purchased  for  the  iise  of  the  Tenth  Legislature  by  Maj.  S.  Hart,  said 
money  to  be  paid  on  the  presentation  of  the  claim  approved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Provided,  that  this  appropriation  may  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Governor  or  -Military  Board  for  any  ofiier  pur- 
pose. 

Sec.  2.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  XTL  • 

AN  ACT  ameiiding  "An  Act  authorizing  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  to  receive  from 
Eailroad  Companies  in  this  State  the  interest  that  may  now  be  due,  or  hereafter 
heceme  dm  on  their  Bonds." 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  of  whicl^  this  is  amendatory,  shall  not  apply  to  Railroad 
Companies  that  fail  or  refuse  to  receive  State  Bonds  or  Stale  Treasury  War- 
rants at  par  for  freight  or  passage,  at  the  prices  or  rates  estabished  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  That  whenever  satisfactory  evidence  is  produced  o\  furnished  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  State  that  any  Railroad  Company  has  fail?d  or  refused  to 
receive  the  State  Bonds  or  State  Treasury  Warrants  at  par,  tor  freights  or 
passage,  at  the  rates  established  by  law,  he  is  required  to  refuse  to  receive  the 
State  Bonds  or  Treasury  Warrants  for  the  interest  due  by  said  Railroad  upon 
its  Bond.  , 

Sec.  3.  That  the  President  of  any  Railroad  in  this  State  be,  and  is  hereby 
required  to  post  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  Railroad  offices,  and  in  the 
passenger  cars,  the  provisions  and  terms  of  this  aot,  imder  a  penalty  of  one 
ktmdred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  for  the  benefit  of  the  State,  byfluit  before  any 
Court  of  competent  jurifldictlon  upon  the  information  of  any  party.  . 


Bks  4.  That  all  Uw^  or  pArta  of  laws  co-oflictiag  w:lh  tliia  uct,  be,  and  the 
Btinie  are  hen-by  repenfod,  xmii  tSstt  .'.b's  act  ^-^iia  elTecfc  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  May  2Sth,  1864.  ' 

CH,m'SIl  XVII. 

A.If  ACT  k>  m(ik,c  an  (idditi<m.cd  approp^uxtion  for  ike  support  of  the  Lunatic 
Axyliim  for  the  years  1864  and  1865. 

Skctiom  I.  Be  ii  enactid  in;  ttiC  L.^rjL-:latir&  of  t'le  State  o/  Texas,  That  ia 
iddition  to  fche  vinexp ended  balarjce  ot  fchfc  ap.proprlatioa  made  at  the  last  regu- 
l.!irs«8Bion  of  tba  10th  Legislature,  i''  r  the  eiippcrt  of  the  Luaatic  Asjlum  for 
the  jears  1864  aad  1865,  the  fitrthoi"  Ram  a'i  caa  buadred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  or  so  much  tlievfoi;  I'S  irav  be  neoe&saj:}\  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
■♦Dpropriatwd  for  th«  support  of  a^tld  ABj'lum  for  the  yearn  1864  and  1865. 
■"  Approv^i  May  2Sth,  1854. 

OliAPTSE   X'.VILl 
AN  ACT  to  rsguiate  the  dispcsiii  of  unappreciated  Bpsei.^. 

otCTio:-!  1.  Ba  ii  macted  &y  ilx  Legislaiura  of  the  Sia'e  of  Tsxas,  as  follows  : 
Aiiy  unappropiiatei  cpecie  that  may  be  in  the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  on 
aay  accomit,  tiLall  not  b.-^  paid  nur  witbdrawa  thsrefrosi,  except  by  specific- 
appropri3,tiot?s  iherefar  ,  'j-nd  thia  proTtsloa  is  explswatory  of  laws  making 
general  appropriations. 

Skc.  2,     This  act  sha]?  be  in  foro*  from  ita  passage, 

Approved  May  28tb,  1SS4. 

CH AFTER  XIX. 

AN  ACT  to  regidcUs  ike  r^ianncr  qf  liquidcUinff  ciaima  for  pay^vierd  under  appro- 
wiatkms  mads  by  the  Legislature. 

Section  1.  Ee  ii  emcded  hy  the  Legislaiiire  of  ihe  8iaie  of  Tixas,  as  follows : 
For  liquidati.ig  the  appropriationa  which  have  baen  or  may  be  made  by  the 
♦Tenth  Lef;islatura  o"  the  State,  forenpport  durlntj  ths  years  1864  and  1865,  of 
fch6  civil  deparlEieats  of  the  Goverarneat  of  the  State,  and  of  families  and  other 
depen3on?s  of  Tcxtn  ofucerti  and  eoldiera  in  military  service  of  the  State,  and 
of  the  Gonfedeii^tB  States  of  America,  and  for  payment  of  tbe  Adjatant  and 
Inspector  General,  aud  the  Qu-irtermastcr,  a';d  ai!  employees  of  their  Depart- 
ments, and  for  the  pa,ytaont  of  the  Biiperiatendents  and  employees  of  all  pub- 
lic officer  and  worka  conducted  by  the  State,  and  far  the  genei'al  support  of  the 
public  ;iiiyluni=-^,  the  Comptroller  shiill  draw  Warraata  oa  the  Treasurer  as 
prescribed  by  ".An  Act  to  repeal  aa  Act  author'shig  unpaid  V/arrants  to  draw 
iinterest,  p.pprovfd'February  14,  1860,  and  otherwise  to  rcgalat®  the  issuance . 
of  Treasury  Warrants,  ap^coved  January  10,  1862,  for  wast  of  appropriate 
funds  for  payment.. 

Sisc.  2.  For  ilquldalrng  appropriations  in  general,  except  tho«e  specified  in 
the  first  saction,  and  those  specially  providing  for  payment  in  specie,  the  comp- 
troller shall  draw  Warrantn  oa  the  Treasuier.  payable  in  Confederate  fcreasary 
aotea  of  the  new  hiue  ;  Provided,  when  there  phall  not  be  such  notes  ia  the 
Treasury,  such  Warrants  may  be  paid  ia  GcDfederatfl  Treasury  notes  of  the 
old  issne,  p.t  the  rate  of  thv;-e  dollar.?  for  two,  or  in  bank  notea  at  par,  if  the 
payee  be  willing  fo  to  rpc(»ive  p;iympnt. 

Sbc.  3.  In  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  extant  that  Treasury  War- 
rants in  general  may  bs  rece'.vable  for  public  dues,  under  lawa  now  or  here- 
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after  providing  'herefoi-,  the  Treajmry  Warrants  to  bv  issued  binder  ctie  iir^ 
section  of  thU  act,  shall,  be  receivable  for  all  public  duf g.  except  those  paya- 
ble in  specie  by  epecial  provision  of  law  ;  and  in  addition,  after  twelve  months 
from  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica and  the  United  States  of  America,  these  Warrants  may  be  funded  in  Bonds 
of  the  State,  bearing  inteiest  at  the  ra'.e  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  semi-annually,  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  I?ond«  being  payable  in 
specie  ;  but  no  Bonds  shall  be  issued,  nor  tax  a-sessed  for  the  payment  of 
interest  or  .principal  thereof,  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  aforesaid. 

Sec.  4.  Whenever  there  shall  be  a  surplus  of  spocie  in  the  Treasury,  beyond 
'pecial  appropriations  for  such  funds,  subject  ik  appropriations  for  general 
Durposes,  or  tor  the  purpose  specified  in  this  SL'ction,  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
ihousand  dollars,  the  Governor  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Treasury  Warrants,  issued  under  the  first  section  of  this  act.  at  the 
lowest  prices  offered,  after  advertisement  for  bids  for  six  consecutive  weeks  in 
>ome  three  newspapers  in  the  State,  published  at  different  places,  ayd  having 
irge  circulation. 

Sec.  5.    So  far  as  any  existing  law  may  be  incompatible  with  this  act,  such 
Inconsistent  law  is  suppendcd  as  to  the  subjects  of  this  act.  so  that  its  provi- 
sions may  be  enforced  as  to  its  subjects  without  repealing  the  existing  law  as 
:o  other  subjects. 
-    Sbc.  6.     This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  it-*  passage. 

Approved  May  2Sth,  1^61. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

AN  ACT  to  appropriate  portions  of  the   Specie   Funds  that  have  been  or  maybe 
received  from  salts  of  Cotton  belonging  to  the  State. 

Sectton  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  in  case 
there  is  not  sufficient  specie  funds  in  the  Treasury,  accruing  from  sources  now  pro- 
vided by  law,  to  pay  the  intorost  on  the  Public  Debt  of  the  State,  from  time  to 
time,  whf>n.  said  interest  becomes  due,  the  Governor  is  authorized  and  required 
to  tise  for  the  payment  of  said  interest,  such  specie  funds  as  be  may  have  under 
his  control,  belonging  to  the  State,  accruing  from  the  sale  of  State  cotton,  or 
otherwise,  and  required  to  take  such  steps  and  adopt  such  measure,*  a.5  tvill 
?ecure  the  payment  of  said  interest  promptly,  as  it  becomes  due. 

Sec.  2.  That  after  retaining  in  the  Treasury  a  sufficient  amount  of  specie, 
Arising  from  the  sale  of  cotton  belonging  to  the  State,  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  Bonds  of  the  State  outstanding,  from  time  to  time,  as  it  accrues,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  specie  so  acquired  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase  and  liqui- 
dation of  the  Treasury  Warrants  of  the  State,  authorized  to  be  issued  by  the 
present  session  of  the  lOth  Legislature,  except  so  much  as  may  be  necessary 
to  purchase  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  frontier  organization  ;  and  all  laws 
and  parts  of  laws  conflicting  with  this  act  be,  and  the  sann-  are  hereby 
repealed.  , 

Sec.  3.    This  act  to  take  effect  from  and  atl:er  its  passage. 

Approved  May  28th.  1864. 


CHAPTER  XXI.  ^ 

dH  ACT  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Mileage  aiid  Per  Diem  Pay  of  th^ 
Members  and  ^  Per  Diem  Pay  of  the  Officers  of  the  Extra  Session  of  the  Tenth 
Legtslature  of  the  State  »f  Texas. 

Section  1.    Be  U  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
■:*unft  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be,  and 
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tbe  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasary  not  other- 
wiee  appropriated,  for  tie  mileage  and  per  diem  pay  of  the  members,  and  the 
per  diem  pay  of  the  officers,  of  Sie  extra  session  of  the  Tenth  Legislature. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  certifi- 
^jcate  of  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  Comp- 
troller, upon  which  he  shall  audit  the  claim?  and  draw  his  warrants  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  respective  amounts. 

Sec.  3.    This  act  to  take  eflPect  and  be  In  force  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  May  28th,  1S64. 

CHAPTER  XXn. 

AN  ACT  to  transfer  the  State  Troops  to  the  Confederate  States  serrnce,  and  to  re- 
peal an  Act  eniUled  "  An  Ad  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  the  State, ^^  approved 
December  16th,  1863. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  tlie  State  of  Texas,  That  an  act 
entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  State,"  approved  December 
16th,  18C3,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  that  the  State  troops,  or- 
ganized under  said  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  military 
service  of  the  Confederate  States,  to  be  organized  in  accordance  with  tie  laws 
of  Congress  ;  provided,-that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  turn  over  to  the  Confederate  military  authorities  any  officer  of  the  State 
Government  or  other  person  not  subject  to  conscription  under  the  laws  of 
Congress. 
Sec.  2.  That  this  act  take  effect  from  its  passage. 
j*pproved  May  28th,  18G4. 

CHAPTER  XXin. 

AN  ACT  to  relinquish  the  right  of  ike  titate  to  forty-seven  hundred  dollars,  now 
in  the  hands  of  Colonel  J.  E.  McCord,  commanding  the  Frontier  Begiment, 
the  proceeds  of  sales  of  property,  captured  by  said  regiment  from  Indians  while 
in  the  State  service,  and  authorizing  the  said  McCord  to  hold  said  money  as  a 
hospital  fund  for  said  regiment. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
State  of  Texas  hereby  relinquishes  all  right  and  claim  to  the  money,  amounting- 
to  forty-seven  hundred  dollars,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  property,  captured 
by  the  Frontier  Regiment  from  -  the  Indians,  while  in  the  service  of  the  State, 
and  that  Col.  James  E.  McCord,  commanding  said  regiment,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  hold  said  money  as  a  hospital  fund  for  said  regiment. 
Sec.  2.  That  this  act  take  effect  from  its  passage. 
Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  XXrV. 

AN  ACT  to  d^nt  and  punish  the  unlawful  interference  with  the  exportation  and 
transportation  of  Cotton,  or  other  articles,  and  the  unlawful  impressment  of 
property. 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  h^  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  within  this  State,  in  any  manner  not  sanctioned  by  a  law  of 
the  Confederate  Congress,  shall  establish,  or  attempt  to  establish,  any  restric- 
tions, or  impose  any  tax  or  duty  upon  the  exportation  or  transportation  of 
cotton,  or  other  article,  from  the  State  of  Texas,  or  shall  unlawfully  issue,  pnr-~ 
chase  or  sell  any  paper  or  instrument  of  writing,  known  as  a  permit  to  export 
cotton,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  offence,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  ^all 
fee  punished  by  f  ne,  in  any  mm  not  exceeding  the  value  of  ^e  cotton  or  other 
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article  so  taxed,  or  f  mbraced  ia  such  permit,  or  by  ooafinement  ia.  tiie  County 
jail,  not  exceeding  one  year  ;  Pnmdcd,  tliat  parties  who  hare,  in  good  faitfc, 
purchased  exemptions  for  the  transportation  of  cotton,  and  turned  over  t» 
the  miltary  authorities  of  the  Trans-Misaissippi  Department  a  portion  of  their 
cotton,  to  secure  the  same,  where  the  same  has  been  done  previous  to  this  act, 
shall  not  be  heid  liable  to  the  pains  and  'penalties  herein  contained,  for  tke 
\xse  of  the  said  permits,  ia  coaformity  with  the  contract  under  which  they 
were  granted. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  porsou  or  persons  shall  in  any  macaer,  not  sanctioned  by 
law,  impress  or  attempt  to^  impress  any  property  within  the  State  of  Texas, 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  or  shall  aid,  assist,  encourage,  order  or  abet  any 
person  or  persons  so  to  do  ;  or  having  impressed  any  property,  shall  fail  or  re- 
fuse to  pay  a  just  compensation  for  the  same,  or  give  such  evidence  of  the  im 
pressment  as  required  by  law,  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  an  offence,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding double  the  valae  of  the  property,  and  by  confinement  in  the  County 
Jail  for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Jury.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  the  District  Courts  to  give  this  act  spe- 
cially in  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

Sec.  3.  Prosecutions  for  offences,  committed  under  thia  act,  may  be  com- 
menced in  any  county  in  which  the  offender  is  found,  or  ia  which  such  tax  or 
restrictions  are  enforced,  or  attempted  to  be  enforced. 

Sec.  4.  That  in  addiUon  to  the  penalty  imposed  in  the  first  section  of  thiB 
a«t,  any  person  or  persons,  guilty  of  the  offence  therein  defined,  shall  be  liable 
to  a  civil  action  for  damages,  by  any  person  affected  thereby,  to  be  prosecuted 
in  any  county  where  the  plaintiff  may  reside,  or  if  a  non-resident  plaintiff,  ia 
any  county  where  the  offence  was  committed,  or  the  damage  sustained. 

Approved  Mav  Slat.  1864. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

AN  ACT,  si^pplementary  ta  "An  Act  to  prozidefor  the  protection  of  the  Frovher, 
and  turning  &i>er  tia  Frontier  Eegiment  to  the  Confederate  States  service.'*  Ap ■ 
proved  December  15th,  1863. 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Legisluture  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the 
Grovernor  of  the  State  shall  cause  to  be  enrolled  into  the  companies  already 
organized  within  the  Frontier  Districts,  all  persons  between  the  ages  of  seveu 
teen  and  eighteen  years  of  age. 

Sec.  2.  That  should  the  Confederate  military  authorities  authorize  the 
withdrawal  of  the  reserve  corps  from  field  and  camps,  and  the  persons  in  the 
State  composing  the  reserve  corps,  be  allowed  by  such  authority  to  return  to 
their  homes,  either  permanently  or  temporarily,  the  Governor  shall  direct  the 
same  course  to  bo  pursued  towards  persons  of  like  age  in  the  frontier  organiza- 
tion ;  provided,  such  persons  shall  hold  themselves  ia  readiness  to  repair  to 
their  respective  companies  when  ordered. 

SEa  3.  That,  in  each  one  of  the  Frontier  Districts  there  shall  be  or- 
ganized, under  the  direction  of  the  Governor,  a  provost  guard,  to  consist  of  not 
exceeding  two  oompaniee  of  sixty-four  men  each,  rank  and  file,  for  constant 
duty.  T^at  the  companies  so  organized,  shall  be  armed  by  the  State,  and  shall 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  to  pay,  rations  and  everything  else  as  Con- 
federate States  troops.  s 

Sbc.  4.  That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  this  organization, 
except  Uiat  of  the  provost  guards,  while  engaged  in  actual  service,  shall  be 
the  same  as  provided  for  In  the  act  to  which  i  his  act  is  supplementary. 

Sea  5.    Tliat  fra-stioaa  of    companies  of      b    than  twenty-five    men  may 
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be  attached  to  and  become  parta  of  companies  hereafter  organized,  and  so 
much  of  the  act,  to  which 'this  is  supplemental,  as  restricts  companies  to  sixty- 
four  men  rank  and  file,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  Governor  cause  to  be  furnished  to  the  commaadiiiL' 
officers  of  the  Frontier  Districts  such  stationery,  camp  and  garrison  equipago . 
and  transportation  as  may  be  actuajly  necessary. 

Sec.  7.    That    in    addition   to  the   oath    heretofore   required,  the    oflBcer.- 
and  men  of  this  organization  shall  swear  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  and  Stal 
Governments,  to  obey  the  Constitutions  and  laws  thereof,  and  to  obey  the  ordei 
of  their  8uj)erior  officers. 

Sec.  8.  That  in  the  event  of  an  invasion,  by  the  enemy,  of  any  part 
ot  the  frontier  or  of  any  portion  of  the  State  contiguous  thereto,  the  Governor 
shall  have  authority  to  order  out  the  entire  force  of  this  organization  or 
any  part  thereof,  for  such  length  of  time  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  aid  in 
repelling  such  invasion.  In  the  event  any  such  contingency  should  occur,  and 
extraordinary  expenditure  be  incurred,  the  same  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  made  by  First  Session  of  the  Tenth  Legislature  for  the 
defence  of  the  State. 

Sec.  9.  That  whenever  the  Governor  deems  it  proper,  be  shall  assign 
to  duty  within  the  limits  of  the  Frontier  District  such  of  the  State  Brigadier- 
Generals  as  may  be  necessary,  to  make  more  efficient  the  frontier  organization. 
When  any  such  o£Qcer  is  so  assigned  to  duty,  he  shall  make  his  Head  quarters 
within  the  limits  of  his  command,  at  such  point  as  will  keep  him  in  direct 
communication  with  all  the  forces  of  the  frontier. 

Sec.  10.    This  act  shall  be  in  foroft  from  its  passage. 

Approvi't]  May  31st.  1864, 


JOINT'   RESOLUTIONS. 


aHAlTEV.  I. 
JOINT  RE&OLUTION  in  regard  to  the  manufaeiure  cf  Salt. 

WflEftEAS,  the  Conscript  Bureau  of  this  Departmeni  ha'3  decided  that  Salt 
makers,  between  tho  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-C v<;  yeare  of  age,  are  not  eatitletl 
to  details,  under  Ihe;  operauons  of  the  recent  Acts  of  Congress  : 

1.  Be  it  resolved  by  ihe  Legislature  cf  the  State  of  Texas,  That  Geo.  E.  Kirbj 
Smith,  commanding  the  Trans-Mississippi  Dspartmeni.  be  requested  to  granx 
details  in  the'  Stats  of  Texa?,  of  such  perijons  liable  to  conscription,  as  may 
be  now,  or  heroaftar,  engaged  HssaperiDt'.r-adeais  in  tbe  laanutacture  ot  Sail, 
to  the  extent  of  twenty  bnsbela  j-er  day. 

•  2.     Resolved,  That  the  Governor  is  hereby  reqnested  to  furnish  Gen.  Suiitr 
with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Approved  ISlnj  20th,  18'J4. 

CHAPTER  11. 
JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  t/ic  State  of  Texas:  1st.  That  ho  soon  as  tht 
Governor  has  as.surances  from  Gen.  Smith  of  the  f'rentier  organization  of  this 
State  remaining  undisturbed,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  cause  all  persons  within 
the  Frontier  District,  betweeii  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-fives  years,  whe 
were  not  residents  of  said  district,  prior  to  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  to  be  immediately  turned  over  to  the  nearest  Confederate  military  au- 
thority. 

2d.  That  the  Governor  i-jsue  his  proclamation  forbidding  the  immigration 
to,  and  settlement  ia,  any  cf  the  unorganized  counties  of  this  State ;  and 
after  such  procl^imation,  any  persons  so  offending,  during  the  present  war  with 
the  United  States,  ehall  become  liable  to  conscription  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  officers  of  the  frontier  organization  to  arrest  such  persons,  and  turn  them 
over  to  the  Confederate  States  military  authorities. 

3d.  That  the  Governor  be  required  to  take  immediate  stej^  to  lay  beforf 
Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith  the  late  orders  of  the  officers  of  the  Bureau  of  Conscrip- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  enrollment  and  conscription  of  the  frontier  organization  , 
and  to  ask  of  Gen.  Smith  that  the  said  organization  do  left  under  the  control 
and  management  of  the  State  authorities  ;  and,  further,  to  request  that  all  or- 
ders heretofore  issued  by  the  officers  of  conscription,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
scription of  this  organization,  be  withdrawn. 

4th.  That  the  Goveraor  make  such  arraagemects  with  Gsd,.  Smith  as  he 
may  be  able  to  do,  for  the  payment,  subsistence,  &o.,  cf  the  frontier  organisa- 
tion, provided  the  forces  so  organised  are  not  to  be  witbdiawn  from  the  contrc] 
of  the  Governor,  and  the  officers  apppointed  by  him. 

5tb.  That  the  Governor  be  authorized  to  make  auch  other  arrangements 
with  Gen.  Smith  as  will  ensure  the  harmonious  and  energetic  action  ®f  Xt-i 
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Confederate  military  aothorities  and  tbe  officers  of  t.H«  froatier  org-aimatiftB, 
whenever  it  may  be  aec  seary  for  then  to  act  ia  wnjue'  ton. 
Approved  May  24th,  1864.  ,  • 

CHAPTER  in. 
JOINT   RESOLUTION 

Wherkas,  iaformation  has  been  received  of  the  destitute  condition  of  many 
of  our  wounded  and  sick  soldiers,  citizens  of  Texas,  now  in  the  army  in  Ar- 
kansas and  Louisiana :    Therefore, 

,  1.  Beit  resolveS  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the  Gov 
ernor  is  hereby  authorized  to  send  a  commissioner  to  each  of  the  above 
named  States,  with  funds  for  the  relief  of  all  destitute,  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers from  Texas,  now  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  the  above  named  States. 

2d.  The  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  use  such  amount  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  object  to  be  attained  by  these  resolutioas,  of  the  fund  hereto- 
fore appropriated  as  the  hospital  fund. 

3d.  The  commissioners,  appointed  by  these  resoiutiona,  may  not  only  be 
required  to  offer  material  aid  to  the  said  sick  and  wounded  while  in  hospital, 
"aut  may  be  authorized,  in  all  proper  cases,  to  furnish  transportatiSn  to  them  to 
'L.heir  respective  homea 

Approved  May  '26th,  1864. 

CHAPTER  lY.  ' 

JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  concerning  the  Acts  of  the  Confaderaii    Congress,  to 
regulate  impressments,  and  abuses  under  the  same. 

Ist.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texias,  That  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Confederate  States,  having  provided  that  "  private  property  shall 
aot  be  t^ken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation,"  and  the  Constitutioa 
of  this  State  having  provided,  that  "  no  property  shall  be  taken  or  applied  to 
public  use,  without  adequate  compensation,"  it  ia  believed  by  this  Legisl*- 
•cure,  that  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  could  not  have  intended,  ia 
"ihe  enactment  of  the  acts,  to  regulate  impressments,  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  in 
dividuals,  less  than  the  fair  and  current  market  value  of  their  property,  seized 
for  the  use  of  the  Government. 

2d.  That  the  valuation  of  property  so  seized,  should  be  in  the  currency  in 
which  paymentMs  made,  and  ought  to  be  controlled  6y  th.e  fair  value  of  the 
article  seized ,  in  the  local  market  where  the  seizure  ia  made. 

3d.  That  the  schedule  of  prices,  heretofore  published  ia  this  State,  are  noto- 
riously below  the  market  value  of  the  articles  set  forth  in  such  schedules,  and 
compensation  for  the  same,  at  those  rates,  is  neither  jwae  or  mdequaie. 

4th.  That  the  uniform  appraisement  of  every  article,  at  the  same  price  ia 
every  part  of  this  State,  or  in  districts  of  the  State,  thua  disregarding  the  cost 
and  consequent  increased  value  which  transportation  adds  to  commodities,  is 
manifestly  unjust. 

5th.  That  the  first  section  of  the  original  "  Act  to  regulate  inapressments," 
authorized  impressments  of  "  forage,  articlesof  subsistence,  or  other  property," 
only  when  such  articles  are  "  absolutely  necessary  for  the  exigences  of  the 
army  in  the  field,"  and  the  seventh  section  of  said  act,  exempted  from  m' 
presement,  all  "  property  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  owner  and  hifl  family- 
and  to  carry  on  his  ordinary  agricultural  and  mechanical  busineae,"  yet  these 
plain  requirements  of  the  law  have  been  frequently  and  grievously  violated  by 
persons  acting  under  color  of  authority  of  the  Ooafedemte  States,  as  this 
Legislature  is  well  informed. 

5th.'  That  in  some  sections  of  our  country  there  ia  a  great  scardty  of  bread 
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atuffs,  and  other  family  aecessaries,  aad  whea  efforta  have  beeu  mawte  to  traas* 
port  such  articles,  to  supply  such  aeedful  waats  of  our  people,  the  teams  and 
auppUes  have  beea  unwarraatably  impressed.  This  practice  should  be  fdcbid- 
den  by  positive  law,  or  am  Imperative  order  freia  officers  haviag  the  authority 
to  correct  the  evil. 

7th.  That  the  Goveruor  commuaicate  these  resolutions  to  the  Confederate 
authorities. 

Approved  May  27th,  1864, 

CHAPTER  V 
JOINT   RESOLUTIONS 

lat.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature,  of  the  Stats  of  Texas,  That  no  officer  of  a 
aovereign  State  can  be  placed  in  the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States, 
without  his  consent ;  that  the  claim  of  a  right  in  Congress  to  consoribe  ccrt^ 
classes  of  officers,  is  contrary  to  the  theory  of  our  Government,  and  if  al- 
lowed will  render  the  term  of  all  officers  subject  to  the  action  of  Congress, 
and  State  officers  will  exercise  their  functions  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress, and  not  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  their  State. 

2d.  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quested to  issue  his  proclamation,  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  resolution, 
declaring  that  all  civil  officers,  elected  or  appointed  in  accordance  with  tiie 
Goastitution  and  laws  of  the  State,  are  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Stata  Goyero 
ment,  and  are  not  liable  to  military  duty  in  the  Confederate  States  army- 
Approved  May  28th,  18(>4. 

CHAPTER  VI. 
JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Resoived  bg  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  the  Secretary  of  Stat* 
be  required  to  have  published,  with  the  volumes  of  the  General  Laws  of  this 
session,  the  Conatitution  of  the  State  and  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Approved  May  28th.  1864, 

CHAPTER  VIL 

JOINT  RESOL  U  TIONS  Requesting  the  return  of  the  ist,  Ath  and  5f  A  Texas  Regi 

ments. 

Whereas,  The  troops  comprising  the  various  companies,battalions  and  regi- 
ments of  Texas,  serving  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  have  become,  from  long 
and  arduous  services,  greatly  reduced  in  number,  and  in  many  instancesthe 
organization  being  almost  destroyed ;  And,  whereas,  this  gallant  soldiery 
have  served  their  country  with  so  much  fidelity  and  uncomplaining  firmness — 

Therefore,  he  it  Resolved.  1st.  That  our  gratitude  as  a  people  is  du»  the 
brare  men  who  have  so  long  represented  Texas  on  the  many  battle-fields  of 
the  revolution. 

2d.  That  we  mourn  the  death  of  those  whose  lives  have  been  offered  as 
willing  sacrifices  upon  the  altar  of  freedom. 

3d.  That  we  return  our  grateful  thanks  to  those  who  still  survive  for  theii 
sacrifices  and  gallantry,  and  tender^ur  assurances,  that  the  deeds  of  the  living 
and  the  dead  are  appreciated  in  our  heart  of  hearts,  and  will  be  enshrined 
there  by  a  grateful  people  as  long  as  there  remains  on  earth,  in  the  minds  of 
men,  admiration  for  deeds  of  heroism,  devotion  to  country,  and  a  love  of 
liberty. 

4th.  That  we  most  respectfully  ask  of  our  military  authorities  to  permit  the 
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varioiis  companieB,  battalions  and  regimenis  of  Texas  troops,  east  of  the  Mis- 
gissippi  river,  to  return  home  for  the  purpoBe  of  recruiting  their  decimated 
ranks,  at  such  time  and  is  such  manner  as  will  be  prudent,  when  the  public 
service  v?iil  permit. 

6ti.  That  a  copy  ot  these  reBolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  oi 
War  and  to  the  various  Brigade  Commanders  of  Texas  troops,  eapt  of  the  Mip- 
sissippi,  by  the  Governor,  at  the  earliest  practicable  inoment. 

Approved  May  28th,  1864. 

.     CHAPTER   VIII. 
JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

JSe  it  resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That,  approving,  as  we 
io,  the  Legislation  ol  Congress,  tending  to  strengthen  the  effective  force  of 
the  army,  by  requiring  aU  clerks  and  employees,  who  are  able  to  perform  active 
nulitayy  duty,  to  be  placet!  in  the  ranks,  and  their  places  supplied  by  crippled 
sx»ldiers,  or  persons  unfit  for  active  duty  in  the  field,  and  though  various  mili- 
tary orders  have  been  issued  to  enforce  the  law  of  Congress  upon  the  subject, 
we  find  the  orders  are  disregarded. 

Resolved  further,  That  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State, 
we  do  most  solemnly  appeal  to  the  authorities,  to  arrest  the  many  flagrant  vio- 
lations of  law  and  army  regulations,  so  palpable  to'  every  observing  man.  If 
tbe  confidence  of  the  soldiers  and  people  of  the  State  be  necessary,  in  this  hour  of 
peril  and  danger,  it  can  only  be  held  and  maintained  by  changing  the  present 
course  of  proceedings.  Put  the  stout  and  able  men  in  the  field,  stop  the  ex- 
travagant and  improvident  use  of  the  public  property,  put  all  but  cripples  out 
of  an  ambulance  and  four  mules,  with  a  white  soldier  driver ;  send  experienced 
practical  men  to  make  improvements  where  necessary,  and  let  the  people  feel 
and  realize,  that  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  common,  demanding 
a  hearty  and  willing  co-operation  of  all. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  cause  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
forwarded  to  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  and  to  Major  General  Magruder,  com- 
mander of  the  "District  of  Texas,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  several  Sub-Military  Districts  of  the  District  of  Texas  and  t© 
our  members  in  the  Confederate  Congress. 

Passed  May  28th,  1864. 


CHAPTER  IX. 
JOIN  T  RESOLU  TION. 

Resolved,  hy  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas,  That  each  and  every  member 
of  the  Legislature  and  officer  now  in  attendance,  may  receive  from  the  Mili- 
tary Board  two  pair  of  Cards  each,  upon  the  payment,  to  said  board,  of  the  cost 
and  carriage  upon  the  same :  Provided  such  disposition  of  .the  Cards  can  be 
made  without  detriment  to  the  pre-existing  engagements. 

Passed  May  28th,  1864. 
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Article  348  a  added.    Punishment  affixed  for  the  willful  neclect  of 

official  duties °  „ 

Puhishment  affixed  for  unlawful  interference  with 'private  "riehts 

and  property •    ..  °  ,., 

Punishment  affixed  for  unlawful  interference  Ivith  "the 'exportation 

and  transportation  of  cotton to 

CONFEDER A  TE  NOTES  AND  BONDS,  

CONSCRIPTroN  ^^'^°  ^°^^'  ^^^  ^'^P°^*^  of'  ^^^^  Treasury  regulated 6 

CONSTITUTION  ^'^^'''"^^^^  concerning  the  conscribing  of  officers 17 

Of  State  and  Confederacy,  to  he  prinjte.d _~  I7 

Portion  of  the  proceeds^from  sale  of,  appropriated H 

Unlawful  interference  with  the  exportation  and  transportation  of 

punished '  ■,., 

COUNTY  COURTS,                                                       ,  ^^ 

^^_           -A^ct  organizing  amended , .  * 

COURTS,  DISTRICT,                                             * 

The  time  of  holding  Courts  in  toe  16tH  District  defined 3 

The  time  of  holding  Courts  in,  defiaed,  and  reorganization  of  irth 

District J 


20 
D 

BISTEICT  COURT, 

See"  Courts. '■ 
DEFENCE  OP  THE  STATE, 
See  "State." 

F 
FRONTIER, 

Sapplenxeutal  Act  to  piuvide  lor  defeace  of , 13 

Section  1,  all  persona  between  the  ages  of  17  aad  18  years  to  be  en- 
rolled  

Section  2,  furloughs  to  be  given  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  in 

future  to  be  granted  to  the  Reserve  Corps 

Section  3,  provides  for  the  disposition  of  the  Reserve  Corps  in  the 

Frontier  Organization  of,  &c ■ 

Section  4,  Provost  Guards  organized 

Section  5,  repeals  former  clause  restricting  number  of  men  in  com- 
panies  

.  Section  6,  Stationery,  &c.,  furnished  officers  of 

Section  7,  the  Oatnrequired '. 

Section  8,  gives  the  Governor  authority  to  order  into  the  field  said 

organization 

Section  9,  Governor  may  assign  a  State  Brigadier  General  to  duty 

on  the  Frontier , 

Governor  to  issue  his  proclamation,  forbidding  the  settlement  in  the 

.    unorganized  counties  of 15 

Governor  to  make  arrangements  for  the  retention  of  said  organi- 
zation      15 

G 

GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE. 

Joint  Resolution  iu  relation  to 15 

To  appoint  a  competent  person  to  revise  the  laws 5 

To  appoint  officers  to  represent  the  interests  of  Texans  at  Military 

Head  Quarters 8 

I'o  appoint  Commissioners  to  visit  the  sick  and  wouuded  soldiers  in 

Arkansas  and  T.ouisiana 16 

See  "  Frontier.'" 

H 
HAND  WRlTINlt, 

Of  Testator  and  subscribing  witnesses  to  a  will,  how  proven 9 

HEAD  QUARTERS  MILITARY  DISTRICTS, 

Representatives  to  be  appointed  to  represent  Texans  at 8 

HOSPITAL  FUND, 

Money  relinquished  to  the  Frontier  Regiment  for 12 

T 

IMPRESSMENTS, 

Punishments    lor  interference    wixh    private   rights   and   private 

property 7 

Punishment  for  unlawful 12 

.Joint  Resolatlon  in  relation  to IG 

LAWS, 

A  revision  of,  provided  foi- 6 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

See"  Asylum." 

o 

OFFICERS,  STATE, 

Punishment  for  willful  omission  of 1 

Not  liable  to  conscription 17 

OFFICERS,  ARMY, 

Joint  Regolution  in  relation  to  the  employees  of 18 
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P 

PERMITS  FOR  FiXPORTATiON  OF  COTTON, 

Pncishment  for  grantm<r,  buying:  or  selliug 12 

.PENAL  CODE, 

See  "Code,  Penal." 

PROPERTY, 

Pretended  ownership  over  not  to  be  exercised  by  a  slav^ i 

Unlawful  interference  with,  punished 7 

Valuation  of,  when  impressed 16 

R 

RAILROAD  COMPANIES, 

Act  amended,  authorizing  the  reception  of  interest  on  the  Bond.s  of  9 
REGIMENTS,  1st,  4th  and  6th, 

Return  «f  requested ■<!■ 17 

REPORTER  OP  THE  DECISIONS  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT, 

To  be  furnished  Stationery S 

SALT  MAKERS, 

Joint  Resolution  regulatiuir  the  detail  of la 

SLAVES, 

Prevented  from  exeroisintj  prctenclcd  ownership  over  property. ...  4 
SOLDIERS, 

Act  providing  for    the  support  of    families  and  dependents  of, 

amended ti 

Appropriations  for,  to  be  paid  in  Treasury  Warrants 16 

Joint  Resolution  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded 

in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 16 

PiCturn  of  soldiers  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  requested 17 

SPECIE, 

The  disposalof  unappropriated,  regulated. 10 

Surplus  of,  to  be  use4  for  buying  Treasury  Warrants 11 

Part   of,  arising  from  sale  of  cotton,  appropriated   as  a  sinking 

fund,  &c ! 11 

STATE, 

Right  of  to  certain  money,  relinquished 13 

STATE  BONDS, 

See  "Bonds.' 
STATE,  DEFENCE  OF, 

Act  providing  for,  repealed 12 

STATE  TROOPS, 

Transferred  to  Confederate  State  service 12 

T 

TAXES, 

In  what  funds  to  be  collected *i 

TREASURY  WARRANTS, 

To  be  issued  and  for  what  purposes 10 

w 

WILL, 

Manner  of  proving 9 


THE    STATE    OF    TEXAS,  ? 

Department  of  State.     S 

I,  ROBKRT  J.  TowNES,  Secretaij  of  State  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do  certify 
that  I  have  compared  the  foregoing  Laws  and  Joint  Eesolutiocs  of  the  Extra 
Session  of  the  Tenth  Legislature  with  the  originals  cow  ou  file  in  this  Depart- 
ment, and  that  they  are  true  copies  of  such  originals. 

I  further  certify,  that  the  Extra  Session  of  the  Tenth  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  in  compliance  with  the  Proclamation  of  the  Governor,  assem- 
bled oa  Monday,  the  ninth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1864,  and  adjourned  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  May,  in  the  same  year. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  mj  name, 
and  caused  the  Seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  affixed, 
at  Austin,  this  20th  of  July.  A.  D.  1864. 

R.  J,  TOWNES, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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OONSTITUTIOI^* 

OF   THE 

STATE     OF    TEXAS, 


PREAMBLE. 

We,  the  people  of  ttie  State  of  Texas,  acknowledging,  wiih  grati- 
tude, the  grace  of  God,  in  permitting  us  to  make  choice  of  ovir  form  f  rowniiie 
of  government,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constit\it!on  : 

ARTICLE  1. 

BILL  OF  RIGHTS. 

That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles  of  Liberty  and  Free  object  of  Bill 

(Government  may  be  recognized  and  established,  we  declare  that —  of  Rights. 

Section  1.  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all  Polities' 
free  governments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  instituted  for  ^°^^^- 
their  benefit ;  and  they  have  at  all  times  the  inalienable  right  to  alter, 
reform  or  abolish  their  form  of  government,  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  think  expedient ;  and,  therefore,  no  government  or  authority  can 
exist  or  exercise  power  within  the  State  of  Texas,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  people  thereof  previously  given  ;  nor  after  that  consent 
be  withdrawn.  f     i   .  v 

Sec.  2.  All  freemen,  when  they  form  a  .social  compact,  have  a^serted-ex^ 
equal  rights  ;  and  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  is  entitled  to  exclusive  sep-  elusive  prl- 
arate  public  emoluments  or  privileges,  but  in  consideration  of  public  ^iieges  de- 
services.  '''*^- 

Sec.  3.    No  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  j^q  religions  • 
to  any  oflSce  or  public  trust  in  this  State.  test. 

Sec.  4.    All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship 
God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences  :  no  man  shall 
be  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of  worship,  or  to 
maintain  any  ministry  against  his  consent:  no  human  authority  ought, 
in  any  case  whatever,  to  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  con-  ^ 
science  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given  berty^and '' 
by  law  to  afiy  religious  societies  or  mode  of  worship.     But  it  shall  be  toleration. 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  such  laws  as  [may]  shall  be  necesiiary 
to  protect  every  religious  denomination  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment 
of  their  own  mode  of  public  worBhip, 


*  The  words,  or  letters  enclosed  in  brackets,  are  found  upen  the  ongirml  roll  in 
iiencil,  and  may  have  been  intended  as  corrections,  but  by  wbon  made  does  not 
appear. 
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Liberty  ol 
speech  and 
of  the  preae. 


Evideoce  in 
prosecutioa 
for  libel. 

Righto  ol  ju- 
ry in  trial  for 
libel. 


Protect  iiin 
again.st 
searches  anJ 
seizures 


Rights  of  ;«;- 
cused  pier- 

SODS. 


Bail  in  c.or- 
taiD  eases. 


V'Jrit,  of  ■•u.\- 
beas  Corpus." 

Excessive  bail 
ehall  not  be  re- 
quired, nor  ex- 
cessive fines 
imposed  or  uq- 
usual  pnnisli- 
iBcnt  inflicted; 
open  cottrt. 
No  person  shall 
be  twice  put  iu 
Jcoparday  o  f 
liie  or  limb  lor 
samo  offence. 

Right  lo  be«r 
»rms  joavan- 
*eed. 

yo  bill  of  ai- 
tainder,expoyt 
facto  or  retro- 
active law  to 
be  made. 

J«o  impriaou- 
ment  for  debt. 
No  person  to  bi> 
outlawed,  ex- 
iled or  depriv- 
ed of  life,  liber- 
ty, 4e.  without 
due  process  of 
law. 

Military  anbor- 
diaate  to  civil 
aatbority. 
Perpetnltiss, 
snonopolies. 


Sec,  5.  Bveiy  citizen  alial I  be  at  iibeity  to  apeak,  write  or  publish 
hia  opinions  oa  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that 
privilege  :  and  no  law  shall  ever  be  passed  curtailing  the  liberty  of 
.speech  or  of  the  press. 

Sec.  6.  In  prosecutiona  for  the  publicatioa  of  papers  investigat- 
ing the  official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public  capacity,  or 
when  the  matter  published  is  proper  for  public  intormation,  the  truth 
thereof  may  be  given  iu  evidence.  And  in  all  indictments  for  libela, 
the  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  un- 
der the  direction  of  tbe  court,  as  in  other  oases. 

Sec.  7.  The  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  [pei.«ons,]  houses,  papers 
and  possessions,  from  all  unreasonable  seizuiej*  or  sea[r]che8 ;  and  no 
warrant  to  search  any  place,  or  to  seize  any  per-son  or  thing,  shall 
issue,  without  describing  tbera  as  near  as  may  be.  nor  without  proba- 
ble cause  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

S£€.  8.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  have  a 
speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  :  he  shall  not  be  compelled 
to  give  evidence  against  himself :  he  shall  have  the  right  of  being 
heard  by  himself  or  counsel,  or  both  ;  shall  be  confronted  with  the 
witnesses  against  him,  and  shall  have  compulsory  process  for  obtain- 
ing witnesses  in  his  favor  :  and  no  person  shall  be  holden  to  answer 
for  any  criminal  charge,  but  on  indietmeat  or  information,  except  in 
cases  arising  in  the  land  or  Ufival  forces,  or  otfences  against  the  laws 
regulating  the  militia. 

Sec.  9.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties,  unless 
for  capital  ofifences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  presumption 
great ;  but  this  provision  shall  not  be  »o  construed  as  to  prohibit  bail 
after  indictment  found,  upon  an  examination  of  the  evidence  by  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  or  District  Court,  upon  the  return  of  the  [a]  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  returnable  iu  the  county  where  the  offence  is  com- 
mitted. 

,  Sec.  10.  The  privileges  of  the  writ  of  Imbeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
suspended,  except  when  iu  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public 
safety  may  require  it. 

Sec  11.  Excessive  bail  .shall  q<H  be  reiiuireij.  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  or  unusual  punishments  inHicted.  All  courts  shall 
be  open;  and  every  person  for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods, 
person,  or  repulation,  shall  have  remedy  by  due  course  of  law. 

Sec.  12.  No  person,  for  the  same  offence,  shall  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  shall  a  person  be  again  put  upon  trial 
for  the  same  offence  after  a  vordicl  of  not  guilty  :  and  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

Sec.  is.  Every  citizen  shall  have  the  light  to  keep  and  bear  arms, 
in  the  lawful  defence  of  himself  or  the  State. 

Sec.  11.  No  bill  ol  attainder,  ex  postfado  law,  retroactive  law,  or 
any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts  shall  be  made,  and  no 
person's  property,  shall  be  taken  or  applied  to  public  use,  without 
adequate  compensation  being  made,  unless  by  the  consent  of  such 
person. 

Sec.  13.     No  per.-on  shall  ever  be  imprisoned  for  debt. 

Sec.  16.  No  citizen  of  this  State  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
property,  or  privileges,  outlawed,  exiled,  or  in  any  manner  disfran- 
chised, except  by  due  course  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sec.  17.  The  military  .shall  at  all  times  be  subordinate  to  the  civil 
authority. 

Sec.  18.    Perpetuities  and  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  geniua 
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of  a  ireo  governnieat,  aud  ^h-sll  ucrer  be  allowed  :  nor  shall  the  law  iwimosenuure, 
of  primogeniture  or  ehtailment«  ever  be  in  force  ia  this  State.  **^- 

Sec.  VJ.    The  citizens  shall  iiave  the  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  stjinofaMfin 
to  afisemble  together  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apply  to  those  ^VJfjo^"*  "' 
invested  with  the  power[s]  of  goveramtjut  for  redres^of  grievances,  or 
other  parposes,  by  petition,  address,  or  remonstrance. 

Sec.  20.     No  power  of  suspending  laws  m  this  Stale;  shall  be  ex-i»wa. 
ercised,  except  by  the  Legiiliiture,  or  its  authority. 

Sec.  2 1.     To  guard  against  transgressions  of  toe  high  powers  herein  ^J2i belicept- 
delegated.  we  declare  that  everything   in  thi>^    •  Bill  of  Rights''  is  e-i  out  of  ur 
excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall  for  ever  f^'f  go^!^*" 
remain  inviolate,  and  all  lawsi  contrary  thereto-  or  to  Mie  following 
provisi.ins.  i^hall  be  void. 

ARTICLE  II. 

DIVISION'    OF   THE   POWERS   OF   (GOVERNMENT. 

SiicTioA   I.     Tiif"  powers  of  the  government  of  the  StaJe  of  Texas  oepartm'U 
shall  be  divided  ino  three  distinct  departments,  and  eachot' them  beofgovernm't 
confided  to  a  separ-iie  body  of  magistracy — co-wit  :  those  which  are  (S^ne<5- 
Legislative  to  one — those  which  are  Executive  to  another,  and  those 
which  are  .Judicial  to  another  ;  and  no  pen-on,  or  collection  of  per 
sons,  being  of  one  of  those  departments,  shall  exercise  any  power 
properly  attached  to  either  of  th^  other'*,  except  in  the  instances 
herein  expre.«s<y  permitted. 

ARTICLE  III. 

LEGISLATIVE     DEPARTMENT, 

SEcnoN  1.    That  all  persons  who  were  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Texas  on  the  second  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-one  ;  Qualifiea- 
all  persons  born  after  that  time,  of  parents  citizens  of  this  State  ;  all  tions  of  elec- 
persons  born  in  this  State  of  parents  residing  in  and  entitled  to  ac-'^'rs 
quire  the  rights  of  citizenship  ;  all  citizens  of  either  of  the  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America,  or  of  any  State  which  may  hereafter  be  ad- 
mitted into  union  with  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  on  terms 
of  equality  with  them,  immigrating  to  and  permanently  residing  in 
this  State  ;  all  persons  naturalized  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  of  this  State,  and  permanently 
residing  therein,  (Indians  not  taxed,  negroes  and  their  descendants 
excepted,)  shall  be  citizens  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Sec.  2'.    All  free  male  citizens  of  this  State,  as  defined  in  the  pre- 
ceding section,  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  re- 
sided in  this  State  one  year  next  preceding  an  election,  and  the  last  Qualified 
six  months  in  the  distriat,  county,  city  or  Fown  in  which  they  offer  to  "lectors, 
vote,  shall  be  deemed  qualified  electors  ;  and  should  any  such  quali- 
fied elector  happen  to  be  in  any  other  county,  situated  in  the  (^trict 
in  which  he  resides  at  the  time  of  an  election,  he  shall  be  permitted 
to  vote  for  any  district  officer,  and  qualified  electors  shall  be  permit-  may'bo  cast! 
ted  to  vote  anywhere  in  the  State  for  State  officers  ;    provided, 
that  no  soldier,  seaman  or  marine  in  the  regular  army  or  navy  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion created  by  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  3.    Electors  in  all  cases  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  piy^gggg   <,f 
during  their  attendance  at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  elactora. 


2^ 


PriTilegee  of 
electors. 

The  Legisla- 
ture. 


Style  of' laws. 

Representa- 
tives—term 
of  office. 
Biennial  ses- 
sions. 


Qualifical'us 
for    Repre 
sentatives. 
See  sees.  26, 
26,  and  27  of 
this  Art. 

Electiens 
generally . 


Senators— 
their  tersD 
of  office 

Classifica- 
tion of. 


New  Sena 
tors — how 

classified. 

Senatorial 
Districts. 

Qualificat'ns 
for  Senators. 
See  sees.  25, 
26  and  27  of 
this  Art. 


Organizatioii 
of  the  two 
Houses. 
Qualificat'ns. 
Contested  el- 
ect'ns.  Qao- 
rum.  Ad- 
journments. 


Rules.  Pow'r 
over  mem- 
bers. 


Journals. 


Vacancies  ui 
the  Legisla- 
ture. 


frooi  tfae  Hame.  ftxcepl  it;  caHe--  ot  tronsoti,  fe'loti^,  o-  brejicL,  ol  tbe 
peace. 

Sec.  4.  The  Legislative  powers  of  Ibis  State  shall  be  vested  in 
two  distinct  branches  ;  the  one  to  be  styled  the  Senate,  Jtnd  the  other 
the  House  of  Representativeg-.  and  both  together,  the  "  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Texas."  The  style  of  [all]  the  laws  shall  be,  "Be  it  enacted 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas." 

Sec.  5.  The  members  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors,  and  their  term  of  office  shall  be  two 
years  from  the  day  of  the  general  election.  And  the  sessions  of  the 
Legislature  .shall  be  biennial,  at  such  times  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sbc.  6.  Ho  person  shall  be  a  Representative,  unless  he  be  a  citi- 
/.en  of  this  State,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  thi.s  State 
two  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  ihereof  a 
resident  of  the  district,  county,  city  or  town  for  which  he  shall  be 
chosen,  and  shall  have  attained  the  ."tge  of  21  years  at  the  time  of  his 
election. 

Sec.  7.  Ail  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  held  at  SQcb  time  and 
places  in  the  several  counties,  cities  or  towns,  as  are,  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be  designated  by  law. 

Sec.  8.  The  Senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  for 
the  term  of  four  years ;  and  shall  be  divided  by  lot  into  two  classes, 
[as]  nearly  equal  as  can  be.  The  seats  of  Senators  of  the  first  class 
shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  two  years  ;  and  of  the 
second  class  at  the  expiration  of  four  years  ;  so  that  one-half  thereof 
.shall  be  chosen  biennially  thereafter. 

Sec.  9.  Such  mode  of  classifying  new  additional  Senator?  shall 
be  observed,  as  will  as  nearly  as  possible  preserve  an  equality  of 
number  in  each  class. 

Sec.  10.  When  a  Senatorial  district  shall  be  composed  of  two  or 
more  counties,  it  shall  not  be  separated  by  any  county  belonging  to 
another  district. 

Sec.  11.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  unless  he  be  a  citizen  of 
this  State,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  three  years 
next  preceding  the  election,  and  the  last  year  Ihereof  a  resident  of 
the  district  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  have  attained  the  age 
of  thirty  years. 

Sec.  12.  The  House  of  Representatives,  when  assembled,  shall 
elect  a  Speaker  and  its  other  oflScers,  and  the  Senate  shall  choose  a 
President  for  the  time  being,  and  its  other  officers.  Each  House  shall 
judge  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of  its  own  members,  but 
contested  elections  shall  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
directed  by  law.  Two-thirds  of  each  House  shall  constitute  a  quo- 
rum to  do  business,  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to 
day  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner, 
and  under  such  penalties  as  each  House  may  provide. 

Sec.  13.  Each  House  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceed- 
ings, punish  members  .for  disorderly  conduct,  and,  with  the  consent 
of  tTij^-thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same 
offence. 

Sec.  14.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  own  proceedings, 
and  publish  the  same ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of 
either  House,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  three  mem- 
bers present,  be  entered  on  the  journal[s]. 

Sec.  15.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  House,  the  Governor, 
or  tbe  person  exercising  the  power  of  the  Governor,  shall  issue  writs 
of  election  to  fill  sxich  vacanclep. 
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Skc.  itf.    Senatoi's  aad  Represeatatives  shall  ia  all  cases,  except  iu  , 

treason,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  ^^.^^^^^^^ 
during  the  sessioa  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  same,  allowing  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles,  such  mem 
ber  may  reside  from  the  place  at  which  the  Legislature  is  convened. 

Sec.  17.    Each  House,  may  punish  by  Imprisoament  during  the  PuDiabments 
session,  any  person  not  a  member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly 
Conduct,  in  its  presence,  or  for  obstructing  any  ot  its  proceedings 
provided,  such  imprisoumeat  shall  not  at  aay  one  time  exceed  forty- 
eight  hours. 

Sec.  is.    The  doors  or  each  House  shall  be  kept  open.  open  aoors 

Sec.  ly.     Neither  House  shall  without  the  consent  of  tbe  other, 
adjourn  for  more  than  three  days  :  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  njeit*  te.'' 
in  which   they   may  be   sitting  without   the   conourrence   of  both         '     • 
Houses. 

Sec.  20.  Bills  may  originate  in  either  House,  und  be  ameaded,  Passage  of 
altered,  or  rejected  by  the  other  j  but  no  bill  shall  have  the  force  of'""" 
a  law  until  on  three  several  days  it  be  read  iu  each  House,  and  free 
discussion  be  allowed  thereon,  unless  in  case  of  great  emergency, 
four-fifths  of  the  House  in  which  the  bill  shall  be  pending  may  deem 
it  expedient  tc^di8pense  with  this  rule ;  and  every  bill  having  passed 
both  Houses,  shall  "be  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  President  of  their 
respective  Houses. 

Sec.  21.    All  bills  tor  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  Bills  for 
of  Representatives,  but  the  Sena.te  may  amend  or  reject  them  as  revenue. 
other  bills. 

Sec.  22.    After  a  bill  or  resolutioa  has  been  rejected  by  either  Rejected 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  no  bill  or  resolution  containing  the  same  biUs. 
substance,  shallbe  passed  into  a  law  during  the  same  session. 

Sec.  23.    Each  member  ot  the  Legislature  shall  receive  from  the  compenaat'n 
public  Treasury,  a  compensation  for  his  services,  which  may  be  in-  saJse^^Yof 
creased  or  diminished  by  law ;  but  no  increase  of  compensation  shall  this  Art 
take  effect  during  the  session  at  which  such  increase  shall  be  made. 

Sec.  24.    No  ^nator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  term  for  lueiigibiuty 
which  he  may  be  elected,  be  eligible  to  any  civil  office  of  profit  of  members 
under  this  State,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  g^^^'**^""  °^ 
of  which  may  have  been  increased  during  such  term  ;  and  no  mem-    ' 
ber  of  either  House  of  the  Legislfiture  shall,  during  the  term  for 
which  he  is  elected,  be  eligible  to  any  office  or  place,  the  appoint- 
ment to  which  may  be  made  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  either  branch 
of  the  Legislature  ;  nor  shall  the  members  thereof  be  capable  of  presidatpro 
voting  for  a  member  of  their  own  body,  for  any  office  whatever,  tem.  of  Son 
except  it  be  in  such  cases  as  are  herein  provided.    The  President  ***• 
for  the  time  being  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Speaker  or 
Representatives,  shall  be  elected  from  their  respective  bodies.  ^^^  House. 

Sec.  25.  No  Judge  of  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  Secretary  of  Holders  of  la 
State,  Attorney  General,  Clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  SheriS"  orcratire  offi- 
CoUector,  or  any  person  holding  a  lucrative  office  under  the  Con-  ^^  m^V^'' 
federate  States  of  America,  or  this  State,  or  any  foreign  government,  o^g.g o^tr^t 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature ;  nor  shall  any  person  at  the  same  or  profit  to 
time,  hold  or  exercise  any  two  offices,  agencies'  or  appointments  of  be  held  by 
trust  or  profit  under  this  State  ;  provided  that  offices  of  the  miliiia,  ^^'^'^  "'''^''"• 
to  which  there  is  attached  no  annual  salary,  and  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  shall  not  be  deemed  lucrative. 

Sec.  26.    No  person  who  at  any  time  may  have  been  collector  of 
taxes,  or  who  may  have  been  otherwise  entrusted  with  public  mo '  ey,  ?'}L®*''^'"^^i[- 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  Legislature,  or  to  any  office  of  profit  or  (    st  p^biie  moa- 
under  the  State  government,  until  he  shall  have  obtained  a  disch     ;e  ey  laeliglbie. 
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for  -tbe  amount  o!  Kuch  collection,  mid  for  ail    public  inouevh  with 
■which  he  may  have  been  entrusted. 

Sec.  27.    Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  beicg  by  tli»-ir  profes?ioa  dedi- 
Ministers  in-  cated  to  God  and  the  care  of  souIp,  ought  not  to   be  diverted   from 
eligible.        'he   great  dulievS  of  their  fanctionisi;  therefoie.  no   Minister  of  the 
Go.^ipel,  or  Priest  of  any  denomination   whatevf-i-j  shall   be  eligible 
to  the  Legislature. 
Skc.  28.    Elections  for  Senators  and  Jlepreseiitatives  shall  be  gen- 
tioDs'^eline-  ^'"^^  throughout  the  State,  and  shall  be  regulated  by  law. 
ral.  *^      Skc.  29.    The  Legislature  shall  at  their  first  meeting,  and  in  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  and  filty,  and  every 
eight  years  thereafter,  cause  an  enumeration  to   be  made  of  all  the 
Census.         ^^^^  inhabitants   (Indians   not  taxed,  Africans  and  descendants  of 
•  Africans  excepted)  of  the  State,  designating  particularly  the  number 

of  qualified  electors  ;  and  the  whole  number  of  Representative.'^ 
shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumeration  be  fixed  by 
the  Legislature,  and  apportioned  among  the  several  counties,  citie.« 
or  towns,  according  to  the  number  of  tree  population  in  each  ;  and 
shall  not  be  loss  than  forty-five,  nor  more  than  ninety, 
obsolete ^and  "  [Sections  30  and  32,  being  obsolete,  are  omitted.l'" 
omitted.  Sec.  31.    The  whole  number  of  SenatoiS  shall  at  tne  next  session 

after  the  several  periods  of  making  tbe  enumeration,  be  fixed  by 
Apportion-  the  Legislature,  and  be  apportioned  among  the  several  districts  to  be 
ment  of  Sen-  established  by  law.  according  to  the  number  of  qualified  electors. 
ators,  g^jjj  shall  never  be  less  than  nineteen  nor  more  than  thirty-three. 

Sec.  33.    The  first  session  of  the  Legislature,  after  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution   by   the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
Seat  of  Gov-  held   at  the  city   of  Austin,  the  present   seat  of  government,  and 
ernment.       thereafter,  until 'the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and   fifty: 
after  which  period  the  seat  of  government  shall  be  permanently  lo- 
cated by  the  people. 

Sec.  34.    The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall,  at  their  first  ses- 

sion,  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the  State  as  their  compensation. 

ef  "Ambers  ^^ree  dollars  for  each  day  they  shall  be  in  attendance  on,  and  three 

or  Legista-  dollars  for  every  twenty-five  miles  traveling  to  and  from  the  place 

ture.  of  convening  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  35.  In  order  to  settle  permanently  the  seat  of  government, 
Election  for  ^"  election  shall  be  holden  throughout  the  State,  at  the  usual  places 
seat  oi  Gov-  of  holding  election*,  on  tbe  first  Monday  in  March,  one  thousand 
ernment.  eight  hundred  and  fifty  ;  which  shall  be  conducted  according  to  law, 
at  which  time  the  people  shall  vote  for  such  place  aa  they  may  see 
proper  for  the  seat  of  government.  The  returns  of  said  election  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  Governor  by  the  first  Monday  in  June :  if 
either  place  voted  for  shall  have  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  cast,  then  the  same  shall  be  the  permanent  seat  of  government 
until  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  unless  the 
State  shall  sooner  be  divided.  But  in  case  neither  place  voted  for 
shall  have  the  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in, 
then  the  Governor  shall  issue  his  proclamation  for  an  election  to 
be  holden  in  the  same  manner,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  between  the  two  places  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes  at  the  first  election.  The  election 
shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  first,  and  the  returns 
made  to  the  Governor,  and  the  place  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  shall  be  the  seat  of  government  for  the  time  hereia  before 
provided. 
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* 
ARTICLE   iV. 

JUDICIAL   DEPARTMENT. 

SEcnoM  1.    Tbti  Jvidlc.iiil  power  of  this  .State  shall  be  veijted  in 
one  Supreme  Court,  in  District  Courts,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as-Juo'^^'^^' 
the  Legislature  may  from  time  io  time  ordain  and  establish  ;   and  P*"^^"" 
such  jurisdiction  may  be  vest«?d  in   corporation  courts,  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  and  be  direct^vl  by  law. 

Sec.  2.    The  Supreme  Court  shall  congist  of  a  Chief  Justice  and  supreme 
two  Associates,  any  two  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum.  Court. 

Sec.  3.     The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only, 
which  shall  be  co-extensive  wiih  th«  limits  of  the  State;   but  in.jarisdiction 
criminal  cases,  and  in  appeals  from  interlocutory  judgments,  with  of    Supreme 
auch  exceptions  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Legislature  shall  Court, 
make.    And  the   Supreme   Court  and   Judges   thereof   shall   have 
power  to  issue  the  writ  o'  haltis  oo/yus,  and  under  such  regula- J " '^  8 "^.^  ^^ 
tions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  may  issue  writs  of  mandamus,  ^^^is_ 
and  such  other  writs  as  shxU  be  necessary  to  enforce  its  own  juris- 
diction, and  also  compel  a  Judge  of  the  District  Court  to  proceed  to 
trial  and  judgment  in  a  cause.     And  the  Supreme  Court  shall  hold 
its  sessions  once  every  year,  between   the  months  of  October  and  Sessiocs. 
June,  inclusive,  at  not  more  than  three  places  in  the  State. 

Sec.  4.     The  Supreme  Court  shall   appoint  it^  own  clerks,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  four  years,  and  be  subject  to  removal  by  Clerks  of  Su- 
the  said  court  for  neglect  of  duty,  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  such  P""^"^® '-^''"''*'- 
other  causes  a.s  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  5.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  and  District  Courts,  and  they  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
six  years. 

(Sec.  1.    The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judges  of  the  District 
Courts,  Attorney  General,  District  Attorneys,  Comptroller  of  Public  ^®g'^''^  *^^^ 
Accounts,  Treasurer  of  the  State,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land   Office,  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  their  respective   t^rms  of  ^mgn^mints 
office,  or  in  case  a  vacancy  may  occur  in  either  of  them,  by  death,  of  Jan.   16, 
resignation,  or  otherwise,  after  this  amendment   takes  effect,  and  iSoO. 
thereafter,  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  election  for  District  Judges  and  District  Attor- 
neys shall  be  confined  to  their  respective  districts.) 

Sec.  6.     The  State  shall  be  divided  into  convenient  judicial  dis- 
tricts.   For  each  district,  there  shall  be  elected  [appointed]  a  Judge  judicial  dis- 
who  shall  reside  in  the  same,  and  hold  the  courts  at  one  place  in  tricts  and 
each  county,  and  at  least  twice  in  each  year,  in  such  manner  as  may  Judges.  ^ 
be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  7.    The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  .receive  a  salary 
not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  annually,  and  the  Judges  of  the  salaries  of 
District  Court  a  salary  not  legs  than  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  Judges. 
dollars  annually ;  and  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  shall  not  be  in-  ^i"'"  '^>  ^''• 
creased  or  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

Sec.  8.    The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  District  Courts,  shall  be 
removed  by  the  Governor,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each  Removal 
House  of  the  Legislature,  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty  or  other  reason- from  office. 
able  cause  which  shall  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  impeachment : 
provided  however,  that  the  cause  or  causes  for  which  such  removal 
shall  be  required,  shall  be  stated  at  length  in  such  address,  and  en- 
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ter^d  oathe  jouraaibof  each  House  ;  aad  piovided  lurtoer,  thjii  the 
cause  or  causes  shall  be  notified  to  the  Judge  so  iatended  to  be  re- 
moved ;  and  he  shall  be  admitted  to  a  hearing  in  his  own  defence  before 
any  vote  for  such  address  shall  pass  :    And  in  all  such  caaes,  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  and  entered  on  the  journals  of  each 
House  respectively. 
Judges  to  be     Sec.  9.    All  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Distiict  Courts  shall,  by  vir- 
couservators  tue  of  their  oflSces,  be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout  the  State, 
of  the  peace.  rj,jjg  g^yjg  ^^.  ^jj  ^ritsand  process  shall  be  •'  The  State  of  Texas."  All' 
i-ess^&c  ^*°  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  the  authority  of 
'     '        the  "State  of  Texas,'"  and  conclude.  " against  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  the  State.'" 
Jurisdictiou      ^EC.  lO.    The  District  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  of  all 
;«(!  powers  criminal  cases  of  all  suits  in  behalf  of  the  State  to  recover  penal- 
^^u  P^^''^'*'*   ties,  forfeitures  and  escheats,  and  of  all  cases  of  divorce,  and  of  all 
suits,  complaints,  and  pleas  whatqjfer,  without  regard  to  any  distinc- 
tion between  law  and  equity,  when  the  matter  in  controversy  shall 
be  valued  at,  or  amount  to  one  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  in- 
_   terest ;  and  the  said  courts,  or  the  Judges  thereof,  shall  Ij^ave  power 
to  issue  all  writs,  necessary  to  enforce  their  own  juriadiction  and  to* 
give  them  a  general  superintendence  and  control  over  inferior  juris- 
lurr  t  JiGtions.  And  in  the  trial  of  all  criminal  cases,  the  jury  trying  the  same 

sess  certain  ^^^^^  Sod  and  assess  the  amount  of  punishment  to  be  infiicted,  or  fine 
fines.  imposed,  except  in  capital  case;!*,  and  where  the  punishment  of  fine 

imposed,  shall  be  specifically  imposed  by  law. 
Clerk  of  Di--  '  ^^'     '^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^®  ^  Clerk  of  the  District  Courts  for  each 

trict  CnnrL   county,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  for  members  of 
the  Legislature,  and  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  subject  to 
removal  by  information,  or  by  pijesentment  of  a  grand  jury  and  con- 
viction by  a  petit  jury.    In  case  of  vacancy  the  Judge  of  the  district 
shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  Clerk,  until  a  regular  election  can 
be  held. 
SiEC.  lii.    The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
Obsolete  by  '^ice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  appoint  an  Attorney 
operation  of  General,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  and  there  shall  be 
amendments  elected  by  joint  vote  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  a  District 
1850  Attorney  for  each  district,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years  ; 

and  the  duties,  salaries  and  perquisites  of  the  Attorney  General  and 
District  Attorneys  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
Justices  of  Sec.  13.  There  shall  be  appointed  for  each  county  a  convenient 
the  'Peace,  number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  one  Sheriff,  one  Coroner,  and  a  suffi- 
Sheriff,  (^ro-  cient  number  of  Constables,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two 
subles.  °°  years,  to  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  district  or  county, 
Term.  *^  *^^  Legislature  may  direct.    Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs  and 

Certaiu  offi-  Coroners,  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor.  The  Sheriff 
cers  com-  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  four  years  in  every  six. 
misdfcned.  Sec.  14.  No  Judge  shall  sit  in  any  case  wherein  he  may  be  inter- 
Judgea  shall  ^sted,  or  where  either  of  the  parties  may  be  connected  with  him  by 
not  sit.  affinity  or  consanguinity,  within  such  degrees  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  or  where  he  shall  have  been  of  council  in  the  cause.  When  the 
special  Supreme  Court  or  any  two  of  its  members  shall  be  thus  disqualified 
judges  to  sit  to  hear  and  determine  any  cause  or  causes  in  said  court,  or  when  no 
in  Supreme  judgment  can  be  rendered  in  any  cases  or  cases  in  said  court,  by 
belppointed  reason  of  the  equal  division  of  opinion  of  said  Judges,  the  same 
by  the  Gov-  shall  be  certified  to  the  Governor  ofjthe  State,  who  shall  immediately 
ernor.  commission  the  requisite  nmnber  of  persons  learned  in  the  law,  for 


*This  word  "  la"  is  crossed  by  pencil  mark;  in  origioali 
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the  trial  and  determination  ot  said  case  or  cases.  When  the  Judges  1 1  District 
ot  the  District  Court  are  thus  disqualified,  the  parties  may,  by  con-  J^^  parties 
sent,  appoint  a  proper  person  to  try  the  said  case  ;  and  the  Judges  j^^  ^j^' 
of  the  said  courts  may  exchange  districts,  or  hold  courts  for  each  exchaage 
other,  when  they  may  deem  it  expedient,  and  shall  do  so  when  di- districts,  &c. 
reeled  by  law.  The  disqualification  of  Judges  of  inferior  tribunals,  Disqualiflca- 
shall  be  remedied  as  may  hereafter  be  by  law  prescribed.  tion  of  infe- 

Sec.  15.    Inferior  tribunals  shall  be  established  in  each  county  for  ^'^^  ^f'*"^- 
appointing  guardians,  granting  letters  testamentary  and  of  adminis- 
tration ;  for  settling  the  accounts  of  executors,  administrators  and  inferior 
guardians,  and  tor  the  transaction  of  business  appertaining  to  es- ctomts. 
tates  ;  and  the   District   Courts  shall  have  original   and  appellate 
jurisdiction,  and  general  control  over  the  said  inferior  tribunals,  and 
original  jurisdiction  and  control    over  executors,   administrators, 
guardians  and  minors,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  law. 

£ec.  16.  In  the  trial  of  all  causes  in  equity  in  the  District  Court,  Right  of  trial 
the  plaintiff  or  defendant,  shall,  upon  application  made  in  open  by  jury  in 
court,  have  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  to  be  governed  by  the  rules  ^I'^'^y  cases, 
and  regulations  prescribed  in  the  trials  at  daw. 

Sec.  17.  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  have  such  civil  and  criminal  Jiistices'  ju- 
jurisdiction  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  law.  _     nsdictioa. 

Sjec.  18.  In  all  cases  arising  out  of  a  contract,  before  any  inferior  xrial  by  jury 
judicial  tribunal,  when  the  amount  in  controversy  shall  exceed  ten  before  inferi- 
doUars,  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  shall,  upon  application  to  the  pre-  or  tribunals, 
siding  officer,  have  the  right  of  trial  by  jury. 

Sec.  19.  In  all  cases  where  Justices  of  the  Peace,  or  other  judicial  ^tie"dto  jury 
officers  of  inferior  tribunals  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  the  trial  of  trial  in  m- 
causes,  where  the  penalty  for  the  violation  of  a  law  is  fine  or  im-  ferior  tribu- 
prisonment  (except  in  cases  of  contempt)  the  accused  shall  have  the  uaisinaUca- 
right  of  trial  by  jury.  ^^^'   '^^'"'^' 

ARTICLE  Y. 

EXECUTIVE    department! 

Section  1.    The  supreme  executive  power  of  this  State  shall  be  Executive 
vested  in  the  Chief  Magistrate,  who  shall  be  styled  the  Governor  of  power, 
the  State  ot  Texas. 

Sec.  2.    The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors  Election  of 
of  the  State,  at  the  ^me  and  places  of  elections  for  members  of  the  Governor. 
Legislature. 

Sec.  3.    The  returns  of  every  election  for  Governor,  until  other- Returns  of 
wise  provided  by  law,  shall  be  made  out,  sealed  up,  and  transmitted  election, 
to  the  Seat  of  Governmeat,  and  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  shall,  during  the  first  week  of  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  thereafter,  open  and  publish  them  in  the 
presence  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  ;  the  person  having  the 
highest  number  of  votes,  and  being  constitutionally  eligible,  shall 
be  declared  by  the  Speaker,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature 
to  be  Governor ;  but  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  the  highest  li  case  of  a 
and  an  equal  number  of  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  immediately  '''®- 
chosen  Governor  by  joint  vote  ot  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  contested  e- 
Contested  elections  for  Governor  shall  be  determined  by  both  Houses  lections    for 
of  the  Legislature.  Governor. 

Sec.  4.    The  Governor  shall  hold  his-  office  for  the  term  of  two 
years  from  the  regular  time  of  installation,  and  until  his  successor  oubernatori- 
shall  be  duly  qualified  ;  but  shall  not  be  eligible  for  more  than  four  ai  term,  and 
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quaiificat'Ds  years  in  ciny  term  ol'  six  years ;  be  ebaVl  be  al  ieasi  !birty  years  of 
of  Governor.  ^.^^^  gi^j^y^  j^g  ^  citizen  of  tbe  State  of  Texa^,  and  shall  have  resided 

in  the  Bftme  three  years  immediately  preceding  his  election. 
Salary.  Sec.   5.     He  shall  at  stated  times,  receive  a  compensatioa  for  his 

services,  wbiali  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished,  during  the  term 
Sec  26^'  ^'  ^°^  which  be  shall  have  been  tlected.     The  first  Governor  shill  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  of  two  ihousatid  dollars  and  no  more. 
CtommaDder-      Sec.  C.     The  Governor  shall  he  Conimander-ia-Cbief  of  the  Army 
in-chief.      •  am|  Navy  of  this   State  ;   and  the   Militia,  excejtt  when   they  shall 

be  called  into  the  service  of  the  Con'ederRte  States  of  America. 
May  require       Sec.  7.     He  niiy  require  information  in  writing  from  the  ofScers 
information  ^f  ^^^  Executive  Department,  on  any  subject  relatins  to  the  duties 
to  be  given.      „  ,,     .  <.-<«„„  J  ■>  a 

of  their  respective  oinces. 

May  convene  Sec.  8.  He  may,  by  proclaraaiion,  on  extraordiniiry  ocecsions  con- 
and  adjourn  yene  the  Legislature  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  or  at  a  different 
^^c^n^aiif  P^^'Ce,  if  that  should  be  in  the  actual  po.ssession  of  a  public  enemy  : 
cases.  i"  case  of  disagreement  betv/een  the  two  Houses,  with  respect   to 

adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  such,  time  as  he  sliall  think 
proper,  not  beyond  tbe  day  of  the  n-ixt  regular  meeting  of  "the  Leg- 
islature. ' 
SbaUcom-         Sec.  9.     He  shall,  from   time  lo  lime;  give  to  the  Legislature  in- 
mnnioate       formation,  in  writing,  of  the  state  of  the  Governmeat,  and  recom- 
with  the      mend  to  their  consideration  sftcb  measures  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 
Shall  see          ^^^-  ^^'     ^^  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed, 
laws exect'd .     Sec.  11.    In  all  criminal  cases,  except  iu  those  of  treason  and  im- 
peachment, be  shall  have  power,  after  conviction,  to  grant  reprieves 
May    grant  ^^^^  pardons  ;  and  under  such  rules  as  the  Legislature  may  prescribe, 
pardons  and  ^^  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures.     In  cases  of  trea- 
remit  tines  son  he  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
and   foreit-  Senate,  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  and  he  may,  in  the  recess  ol 
^Iff o /!f^L!."  the  Senate,  re,spite  the  sentence,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
son.              the  Legislature. 

Sec.  12.     There  shall  also   be  a  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  shall 

be  chosen  at  every  election  for  Governor,  by  the  same  persons  and 

Governor''    in  tbe  same  manner,  and  who  shall  continue  in  office  for  the  same 

time,  and  possess  the  same  qualifications.     In  voting  for  Governor 

Election.       and  Lieutenant-Governor,  the  electors  shall  distinguish  for  v^om 

„.    .  , ,,      they  vote  as  Governor,  and  for  whom  as  Lieutenant-Governor.     The 

dutie'f  a™   Lieutenant-Governor  shall  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  President  of  the 

such.  Senate,  and  have,  when  in  committee  of  the  whjj^e,  a  right  to  debate 

and  vote  on  all  questions,  and  when  the  Senate  is  equally  divided  to' 

Wh        h  11  S^^*^  '''"^  casting  vote.    In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  removal  from 

act  as  Gov-  office,  inability  or  refusal  of  the  Governor  to  serve,  or  of  his  im- 

ernor.  peachment  or  absence  from  the  State,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  shall 

exercise   the   powers   and   authority   appertaining   to  the   office  of 

President  of  ^''^''''"*^"''  ^°^  shall  be  styled  Governor  of  the  State  of  Texas,  until 

Senate  while  another  be  chosen  at  the  periodical  election,  and  be  duly  qualified,  or 

Lieut.    Gov-  until  tbe  Governor  impeached,  absent  or  disabled,  shall  bo  acquitted, 

ernor  acts  as  return,  or  his  disability  be  removed.     The  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 

vernor.      Governor  shall  hereafter  be  installed  into  office  on  the  first  Thursday 

after  the  first  Tvlonday  of   November,  A.  D.  18r)l,  and  on  the  same 

day  every   two  years  thereafter. 

PresiUent      ^^^'  ^■^-     Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by  the 

pro  tem.  of  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  he  shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  President  o' 

Senate  shall  the  Senate,  the  Senate  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as  Pres- 

actasGovor  j^ient  for  the  time  being.     And   if,  during  tbe  vacancy  of  the  office 

nor,  when     of  Governor,  tbe  Lieuteaant-Goveraor  shall    die,  resign,  refuse  to 

serve,  or  be  removed  from  office,  or  be  unable  to  serve,  or  if  he  ehall 
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be  impoivched.  or  bv  abstui  fiuiu  die  St,i^.^  the  i'lv-iltknt.  of  the  St;naie 

for  the  time  being,  .shall,  in  like  icanuer.  aclmiois'er  the  government 

until  he  sh^ll  be  -superceded  by  a  Govraor  ov  Lieinenant-Governor  ; 

the  Lieuteaant-Governor  i-hal"!,  whilst  he  act:?  us  Piesident  V)f  the  <'i,'inpensat'ii 

Senate  receive  for  his  seivic'^s  the  same  conipoo-^ation  which  shall  be  °'  I't.  Gover 


nor. 


allowed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeutativei?,  and  no 
more,  imd  during  the  time  he  administers  the  gorernmeut  as  Gover- 
nor, shall  receive  t'le  sime  compensation  which  the  Governor  ''^ould ^|''^j';P^^.^^^'^ 
have  received  had  he  bi  en  emplojed  in  the  dudes  of  his  oCBce,  and  ^^.^  ^^^  ^j- 
no  mor.-.  The  Pre.sident  lor  th-?  time  being  of  the  Senate  shall,  dur-  sncate  while 
ing  the  time  he  adminis:ers  the  government,  rt-ceive  in  like  manner  »<■  ting  as 
the  saroe  compensation  whic-h  the  Governor  would  have  received  * '*'""'"'"°''- 
had  he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  iiis  oifice.  If  the  Lieuteuant-  ^^^  ^^. 
Governor  shall  be  required  to  administer  the  government,  and  shall,  death, &c.  ot 
whilst  in  .such  administration  die.  lesign,  or  be  absent  from  the  u  GoV.,aci- 
Statv.  during  the  rece.ss  of  the  Legislature,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  in?  as  Gov. 
the  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  convene  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  ^f  ]J|"pe^'.jt?>*^.^^'' 
choosing  a  President  for  the  time  being. 

Sec.  14.     There  shall  bo  a  se^l  of  State,  which  shall  be  kept  by 
the  Governor  and  used  by  him  ofhcially.     The  said  seal  shall  be  a  i^tate  seal, 
star  of  five  points,  encircled  by  an  olive  and  live  onk  branches,  and 
the  words  ••  The  State  of  Te.xas.'" 

Sec.  15.     All  commissions  shall    be  in  tiie  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  of  Texas,  be  sealed  with  the  State  Seal,  signed  Comnnssioni-; 
by  the  Governor  and  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  16.    There   shall    be  a  Secretary  of    State,   who   sh  ill    he  gg,.^^^^j.y.  ^,, 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  state, 
the  Senate,  and  shall  continue  in  office  during  the  terra  of  service  of 
the  Governor  elect.    He  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  all  official  acts  ^(^^g™    ^' 
and  proceedings  of  the  Governor,  and  shall,  when  required  lay  the 
the  same  and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers,  relative  thereto,  be-  niiti^s. 
fore  the  Legislature,  or  either  House  thereof,  and  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  law. 

Sec.  17.    Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  Houses  of  the  Approval  of 
Legislature  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor ;  if  he  approve,  he  laws. 
shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  ^,.^  power 
House   in  which   it  shall  haA'e  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  ob- 
jections at  large  upon  the  journals  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it ;  if, 
after  such  reconsideration,  twotiiirds  uf  the  members  present  shall 
agree  to  pass  the  mil.  it  shall  be  sent,  with  the  objections,  to  the 
other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered  ;  if  approved 
by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  of  that  House,  it  shall   be- 
come a  law :  but  in  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  de- 
termined by  yeas  and  nays,  ami  the  names  of  the  members  voting  for 
or  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  each  House 
respectively :   if  any   bill   shall  not  be  returned   by  the  Governor 
within  five  days,  Sundays  excepted,  alter  it  shall  have  been  pre- 
sented to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner,  as  if  he 
had  signed  it.    Every  bill  presented  to  the  Governor  one  day  previ- 
ous to  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  and  not  returned  to  the  fuj-nedtobe- 
House  in  which  it  originated  before  its  adjournment,  shall  become  a  come  laws, 
law,  and  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  sigmd  by  the  Governor. 

Sec.  18.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  j^j^^  resoiu- 
of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  may  be  necessary,  except  on  tions,  orders 
questions  of  adjournment,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and&c.,tobeap- 
before  it  shall  take  effect,  be  approved  by  him;  or  being  disap- Pf°''^^'*  ^^ 
proved,  shall  be  repassed  by  both  Houses,  according  to  the  rules  and  ^or  ^°'^^^' 
limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill. 
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Notaries  Sec.  10.     The  Governor,  by  aad  witli  the  advice  and  coasent  of 

public.  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoiat  a  convenient  number  of  No- 

taries Public,  not  exceeding  sis  for  each  county,  who,  in  addition  to 
such  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  law,  shall   discharge  such  other 
duties  as  the  Legislature  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe. 
Nomiuations     Sec.  20.    Nominations  to  fill  vacancies  that  may   have  occurred 
during  the  recess,  shall  be  made  to  the  Senate  during  the  first  ten 
days  of  its  session.    And  should  any  nomination  so  made  be  rejected, 
the  same  individual  shall  not  again  be  nominated  during  the  session 
to  fill  the  same  ofiSce.    And  should  the  Governor  fail  to  make  nomi- 
nations to  fill  any  vacancy  during   the  session  of  the  Senate,  such 
vacancy  shall  not  be  filled  by  the  Governor  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Senate. 
Governor's        Sec.  21.     The  Governor  shall   reside,  during  the   session  of  the 
residence.     Legislature,  at  the  place  where  the  sessions  may  be  held,  and  at  all 
other  times  whenever,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  good  may  require. 
hold  no  otiier     ^^'^-  "^-    -^^  person  holding  the  office  of  Governor,  shall  hold  any 
office.  other  office  or  commission,  civil  or  military. 

Sec.  23.  A  State  Treasurer,  and  Comptroller  of  public  accounts 
Comptrolle^'  ^^^^^  ^-*®  biennially  elected,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of 
of  accounts^  the  Legislature,  and  in  case  of  vacancy  in  either  of  said  offices,  dur- 
&c.  ing  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the 

See  amend-  Governor,  which  appointment  shall  continue  until  the  close  of  the 
1^50  Sec  4"  ^^^^  session  of  the  Legislature  thereafter. 
Art.  '5. 

ARTICLE   YI, 

MILITIA. 

organtzed  ^&  ^^*''  ^'  '^'^'^  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  organizing  and 
(lifcip'lined    disciplining  the  Militia  of  this   State,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall 

deem  expedient,  not  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
Scruples  to  the  '-Confederate  States  of  America,"  in  relation  thereto, 
bear  arms.        g^^   2.    Any  person  who  conscientiously  scruples  to  bear  arms 
Ministers  of  shall  not  be  compelled  to  do  so,  but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  for  per- 
the  Gospel    sonal  service. 

free  from  Sec.  3.    No  licensed  Minister  of  the  Gospel  shall  be  required  to 

services.  perform  military  duty,  work  on  roads,  or  serve  on  juries  in  this  State, 
majcairout  ^^^-  *•  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to^^U  forth  the  Militia 
the  militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and  to 

repel  invasions. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS. 

Section.  1.    Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  officers  of  the 

State  of  Texas,  before  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices, 

shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

Official  oath.      I,  (A.  B.)  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and 

impartially  discharge  and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as 

,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  ability, 

agreeably  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and 

also  to    the  Constitution  and  ,laws  of    the  Confederate  States  of 

America,  so  long  as  the  State  of  Texas  shall  remain  a  member  of 

Duelling^  that  Confederacy.    And  I  do  further  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that 

oath,         '  since  the  second  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1861, 1,  being  a  citizen  of  this 


state,  have  not  fought  a  dael  with  deadly  weapons,  witbm  this  State  Duell  ng 
nor  out  of  it,  nor  have  I  sent  or  accepted  a  challenge  to  tigbt  a  ouei 
with  deadly  weapons  :  nor  have  I  acted  as  second  in  can-yinga  ctial- 
lenge,  or  aided,  advised  or  assisted  any  r^i"Son  ^^'^^  oftenamg— sc. 
help  me  God." 

Sec.  2.     Treason  against  this  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  Treason. 
war  against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies^giving  them  aid  and 
comfort ;  and  no  person  shall  hf  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the 
the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  ox  on  h;s  own 
confession  in  open  court. 

•      Sec.  3.    Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  Bribery. 
ot  trust  or  profit  in  this   State,  who  shall  have   been  convicted   of 
having  given  or  offered  a  bribe  to  procure  his  election  or  appoint- 
ment. 

Sec.  4.     Laws  shall  be  made  to  exclude  from  office,  serving  on  Criminals 
juries,  and  from  the   right   of  suffrage,  those  who    shall  hereafter  poinded 
be  convicted  of  bribery,  perjury,  forgery,  or  other  high  crimes.    The  leg^.^  Free 
privilege  of  free  suffrage  ?hall  be  supported  by  laws  regulating  elec- suffrage  se- 
tions,  and  prohibiting,  under  adeqiiaie  penalties,  all  undue   influ-  cured, 
ence    thereon    from    power,   hrbery.   t'.imult.    or    other  improper 
practice. 

Sec.  5.     Any  citizen  of  this  State,  who  shall,  after  the  2d  day  of  Persons 
March,  A.  D.  1861,  fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons,  or  send  or  ac-f'E^ting  or 
cept  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel  with  deadly  weapons,  either  within  ^Jj'^J^I^'^li^^ 
the  State  or  out  of  it ;   or  who  shall  act  as  second,  or  knowingly  aid  ded  from 
and  assist,  in  any  manner,  those  thus  offending,  shall  be  deprived  of  office, 
holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  State. 

Sec.  6.    In  all  elections  by  the  people,  the  vote  shall  be  by  ballot  popular  elec- 
imtil  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  direct  ;  and  in  all  elections  by  tions. 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  jointly  or  separately,  the  Legislative 
vote  shall  be  given  yiva  voce,  except  in  the  election  of  their  officers,  elections. 

Sec.  7.     The  Legislature  shall  pro'dde  by  law  for  the  .compensa-  compensa- 
tion of  all  officers,  servants,  agents  and  public  contractors,  not  pro- tion  of  offi- 
vided  for  by  this  Constitution,  and  shall  not  grant  extra  compensation  cers,&c. 
to  any  officer,  agent,  servant,  or  public  contractor,  after  such  public 
service  shall  have  been  performed,  or  contract  entered  into  for  the 
performance  of  the  same;   nor  grant  by  appropriation  or  otherwise, 
any  amount  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  to  any  indi- 
vidual on  a  claim   real  or  pretended,  where  the  same  shall  not  have 
been  provided  for  Ijy  pre-existing  lav/;  provided,  that  nothing  in 
this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  claims  of  persons 
against  the  Republic  cf  Texas,  heretofore  existing. 

Sec.  8.    No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  pursu-  Appropria- 
ance  of  specific  appropriations  made  by  law;  nor  shall  any , appro- tions. 
priation  of   money  be  made  for  a  longer  term  than  tv/o  years,  except 
for  purposes  of  edication  ;  and  no  appropriation  for  private  or  indi- 
vidual purposes,  or  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  shall  be  made, 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  cf  both  Houses  of  the  Legis-^^p^^^^g 
lature.    A  regular  statement  and  account  of  receipts  and  expendi- published 
tures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published  annually  in  such  manner  annually, 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.    And  in  no  case  shall  the  Legislature 
have  the  power  to  issue  "  Treasury  Warrants,"  "  Treasury  Notes,"  pj^[,3^°5^^ 
or  paper  of  any  description  intended  to  circulate  as  money. 

Sec.  9.     All  civil  officers  shall  reside  within  the  State  ;  and  all  Residence  of 
district  and  county  officers,  within  their  districts  or  counties  ;  and  officers. 
shall  keep  their  offices  at  such  places  therein,  as  may  be  required  by 

Duration  of 
Sec.  10.    The  duration  of  all  offices  not  fixed  by  this  Constitution  offices. 
shall  never  exceed  four  years. 
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Sec.  11.  Abseace  on  the  bu.siiie~.-,  of  this  Srate  or  the  ••Confede- 
rate States  of  America,'"  shall  nut  forfeit  -d  resideace  once  obtained, 
so  as  to  deprive  any  one  of  the  right  of  siiffrnge,  or  of  being  elected 
or  appointed  *o  any  office,  under  the  excepiion.s  contained  in  this 
Constitution. 

Sec  12.  The  Legitflatiire  .•<bah  h;H-e  power  to  provide  for  deduc- 
tions from  the  salaries  of  public  officer:^,  who  mny  neglect  the  per- 
formance of  any  duty  that  may  be  a.^signed  them  by  law. 

Sec  13.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  person  holding  or  exercising 
any  officeof  profit  or  trust  under  the  "Co-ifederafe  States  of  Amer- 
ica," or  either  of  them,  or  under  any  foreign  power,  shall  be  eligible 
as  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  or  hold  or  oxercis->  any  office  of 
profit  or  tnist  under  this  State. 

Sec  14.  The  Legislature  sliall  provide  for  a  chanfe  of  venue  in 
ciyil  and  criminal  cases;  and  for  the  erec'ioa  of  a  Penitentiary  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicab  e. 

Sec  15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessaiy  and  proper,  to  decide  differences  by  arbitration, 
when  the  parties  shall  elect  that  method  of  trial. 

Sec  16.  "Within  three  years  after  the  2d  day  of  March,  A.  D., 
18G1,  the  laws,  civil  and  crimitial,  shall  be  revised,  digested,  ar- 
ranged and  published,  in  such  manner  as  tlie  Legislature  shall  di- 
rect ;  and  a  like  revision,  digest  and  publication  shall  be  made  every 
ten  years  therei/ter. 

Sec  17.  No  lottery  shall  be  authorized  by  this  State  :  and  the 
buying  or  .selling  of  lottery  tickets  within  this  State  is  prohibited. 

Sec  18.    No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  19.  All  property,  both  real  and  personal,  of  the  wife,  owned 
or  chfimed  by  her  before  marriage,  and  that  acquired  afterwards  by 
gift,  devise,  or  descent,  simll  be  hf  r  separate  property  :  and  laws 
shall  be  passed  more  clearly  defining  the  rights  of  the  wife,  in  rela- 
tion as  well  to  her  separate  [troperty  as  that  hfeld  in  common  with 
her  husband.  Laws  shall  also  be  passed  providing  for  the  registra- 
tion of  the  wife's  separate  property. 

Sec  20.  The  ■  rights  of  property  and  of  ;-,,ction  which  liave  been 
aequiied  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
shall  not  be  divested;  nor  shall  any  rights  or  actions,  which  have 
been  divested,  barred,  or  declared  null  and  void,  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  be  re-invested,  revi[v]sed  or  rein- 
stated by  this  Constitution  ;  but  the  same  shall  remain  precisely  in 
the  situation  which  they  were  befire  the  adoption  of  this  Consti- 
tution. 

Sec.  21.  All  claims,  locilioas.  surveys,  grants  and  titles  to  land, 
which  are  declared  null  and  void  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Re- 
public of  Texas,  are.  and  the  same  s'hall  remain  forever  null  and 
void. 

Sec  22.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  protect  bylaw  from 
forced  sale  a  certain  portion  ol  the  property  of  all  heads  of  families. 
The  homestead  of  a  family,  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  (not  included  in  a  town  or  city;)  or  any  town  or  city  lot  or 
lots,  in  value  not  to  exceed  two  thousand  dollars,  shall  not  be  sub- 
ject to  forced  sale,  for  any  debt  hereafter  contracted ;  nor  shall  the 
owner,  if  a  married  man,  be  at  liberty  to  alieaate  the  same,  unless 
by  the  consent  of  the  wife,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may 
hereafter  point  out. 

Sec  23.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  in  what  cases  officers  shall 
continue  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  offices,  until  their  successors 
shall  be  duly  qualified. 
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Sec.  24.     Every  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  shall  embrace  but  Laws  to  em 
one  object,  and  that  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title.  otf  objwt 

Sec.  25.     No  law  aball  be  revised  or  amended  by  reference  to  its  Amendment 
title  ;  but  in  such  c*se  the  act  reviser],  or  .xection  amended,  shall  bCotiaws. 
re-enacted  and  republiabed  at  length.  nerson 

Sec.  2H.  No  person  shall  hold  or  exercise,  at  Tho  same  time,  more  ^^  hold  mare 
than  one  civil  ofiSce  ot  emolument,  except  that  of  Justice  of  the  thaa  one  or 
Peace.  see,  except. 

Sec.  27.  Taxation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the  §tate. 
All  property  in  this  State  shall  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  it5  value,  Taxation. 
to  be  ascertained  as  directed  by  law,  except  such  property  as  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  may  think  proper  to  exempt 
from  taxation.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  lay  an  income 
tax,  and  to  tax  all  persons  pur&uing  any  occupation,  trade  or  pro- 
fession :  Provided,  that  the  term  occupation  shall  not  be  construed 
to  apply  to  pursuits  either  agricultural  or  mechanical. 

Sac.  28.    The  Le?islature"shall  have  power  to  provide  by  law  for  property  ex- 
exempting  from  ta.xation  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  worth  of  the  empt  fr»m 
household  furniture,  or  other  property,  belonging  to  each  family  in  taxation, 
this  StaU-. 

Skc.  29.  The  As.sc^sor  and  Collector  of  taxes,  shall  be  appointed  ^f,^!"'^  *, 
in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  the  Legislature  may  taxes. 
direct. 

Sec.  30.  No  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  created,  renewed,  Banking  pro 
or  extended,  with  banking  or  discounting  privileges.  kibited. 

Sec.  31.  No  private  corporation  shall  be  created,  unless  the  bill  x^ro-thirds 
creatii'g  it  shall  be  passed  by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legis-  of  Leg.  may 
lature  ;  and  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  revoke  paas  or  re- 
and  repeal  all  private  corporations,  by  mailing  compensation  for  the  ^^I^'fJ^'' 
franchise.  And  the  State  shall  not  be  part.owner  of  the  stock,  or  state  not  to 
property,  belonging  to  any  corporation.  owastoclc. 

Sec.  32.  The  Legislature  shall  p^ohibi^  by  law  individuals  from  ^ii  paper 
issuing  bills,  checks,  promissory  notes  or  e-.her  paper,  to  circulate  as  money  pro 
money.  hibited. 

Sec.  33      The  aggregate  amount  of  debi^  hereafter  contracted  by 
the  Legislature  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  ci"  five  hundred  thousand  st.ate  debts, 
dollars.  ($500,000)  (except  in  case  of  war  to  repel  invasion  or  sup- 
press  insurrection.)   unless   under  the  following  restrictions  ;  that  loms. 
whenever  a  debt  shall  be  contracted  exceeding  that  amount,  the  law 
authorizing  the  same  shall  impose  and  provide  for  the  collection  of  p^^..^^^  aaau- 
a  direct  annual  taz.  suSoient  to  pay  the  interest  on  such  debt,  as  itai  tax  to  be 
fails  due,  and  also  to  pay  ana  discharge  thi  principal  of  such  debt  levied. 
within  eighteen  years  from  toe  time  of  the  contracting  thereof.    On 
the  final  passage  of  such  law,  in  either  House  of  the  Legislature,  the 
question  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  be  duly  entered  on  Yeas  &  aa/s 
the  journals  thereof.     If  no  debt  shall  have  been  contracted  in  pur-  to  be  had. 
suance  of  such  law,  the  Legislature  may  repeal  the  same,  or  if  a  por- 
tion of  the  debt  authorized  shall  have  been  contracted,  the  Legisla- 
ture may,  at  any  time,  by  iaw  forbid  the  contracting  of  any  further 
debt  or  liability  under  such  law  ;  but  the  tax  imposed  by  such  act, 
in  proportion  to  the  debt  and  liability  which  may  have  been  con- 
tracted ia  pursuance  of  such  la?.'',  shall  remain  in  force  and  be  irre- 
pealable,  and  be  annually  collected  until  the  proceeds  thereof  shall 
have  made  full  provision  to  pay  and  discharge  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal of  such  debt  and  liability.     Ths  money  arising  from  any  loan  or 
stock  creating  such  debt  or  liability,  shall  be  applied  to  the  object 
or  objects  specified  in  tbs  act  authorising  such  debtor  liability,  or  to 
the  re-payment  of  the  same,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.     No 
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part  of  the  specific  tax  authorized  by  this  section  shall  be  appropri- 
ated or  set  apart  for  any  other  purpose  whatever,  but  exclusively  to- 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  such  debt. 

Sec.  34.  The  Legislature  shall,  at  the  first  session  thereof,  and 
may  at  any  subsequent  session,  establish  new  counties  for  the  conve- 
aience  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  new  county  or  counties.  Provided, 
that  no  new  county  shall  be  established,  which  shall  reduce  the- 
county  or  counties,  or  either  of  them,  from  which  it  shall  be  taken, 
to  a  less  area  than  nine  hundred  square  miles,  (except  the  county  of 
Bowie,)  unless  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature,  nor  shall 
any  county  be  laid  oflF  of  less  contents.  Every  new  county,  as  to- 
the  right  of  suifrage  and  representation,  shall  be  considered  as  part 
of  the  county  or  counties  from  which  it  was  taken  until  entitled  by 
numbers  to  the  right  of  separate  representation. 

Sec.  35.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  the 
house  or  within  the  enclosure  of  any  individual  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  3G.  The  salaries  of  the  Governor,  and  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme and  District  Courts,  are  hereby  fixed  at  the  minimum  estab- 
lished in  the  Constitution,  and  shall  not  be  increased  for  ten  years. 

MODE  OF  AMENDING  THE  CONSTITUTION. 
Sec.  37.  The  Legislature,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  themem- 
Mo^e  of  am-  ijers  of  each  House  shall  have  the  power  to  call  a  Convention  of  the 
^itutfon.  °"  people  for  the  purpose  of  altering,  reforming,  or  amending  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Legislature,  at  any  regular  biennial  session,  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  each  House,  may  propose  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  proposed  amendments  shall  be  duly  published  in  the 
public  prints  of  the  State  at  least  three  months  before  the  next  gen- 
eral election  thereafter  for  Representatives  to  the  Legislature,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  people,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
returning  ofiScers  at  said  general  election  to  open  a  poll  for,  and 
make  a  return  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  number  of  votes  cast 
at  said  election,  for  and  against  said  amendment ;  and  if  more  than 
one  be  proposed,  then  the'number  of  votes  cast  for  and  against  each 
of  them  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  from  said  return  that  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast  upon  said  proposed  ajmendment  or  amendments 
have  been  cast  in  favor  of  the  same,  and  two-thirds  of  each  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  at  the  next  regular  session  thereafter,  shall 
ratify  said  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  so  voted  upon  by 
the  people,  the  same  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
parts  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas.  Provided,  that  the 
said  proposed  amendments  shall,  at  each  of  said  sessions,  have  been 
read  on  three  several  days  in  each  House  of  the  Legislature,  and  the 
vote  thereon  shall  have  been  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  And  provided 
further,  that  the  rule  in  the  above  proviso  shall  never  be  suspended 
by  either  of  said  Houses. 


ARTICLE   VIII. 

SLAVES. 

No  eiaanci-      Section  1.    The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws  for 
imtion  of      the  emancipation  of  slaves. 

siatee.  Sec.  2.    No  citizen,  or  other  person  residing  in  this  State,  shall 

have  power  by  deed  or  will,  to  take  effect  in  this  State,  or  out  of  it,. 
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in  any  manner  whatsoever,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  emancipate  his 
slave  or  slaves. 

Sec.  3.    The  Leg'elature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  any  law  to  immigrants 
prevent  immigrants  to  this  State,  from  bringing  with  them  syich  per-  shall  not  b& 
sons  of  the  negro  race  as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  laws  of  any  of  prohibited 
the  Confederate  States  of  America.    Provided,  that  slaves  who  have  iDg™be7r  ^ 
committed  any  felony  may  be  excluded  from  this  Slate.  slaves. 

Sec.  4.    In  the  prosecution  of  slaves  for  crimes  of  a  higher  grade 
than  petit  larceny,  the  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to   deprive  Trial  by  jury 
them  of  a  trial  by  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  under  the  laws  con-  gf^ves.     ° 
cerning  insurrection  of  slaves. 

Sec.  5.     Any  person  who  shall  maliciously  dismember,  or  deprive 
a  slave  of  life,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  "as  would  be  inflicted  in  ^^[^g"",^,!  ^' 
case  the  lilie  offence  had  been  committed  upon  a  free  white  person,  peJ-son  'of  "''" 
and  on  the  like  proot :  except ^when  such  slave  has  committed,  or  slaves. 
attempted  to  commit,  a  rape  on  a  white  female,  or  in  case  of  insur- 
rection of  such  slave. 

Sec.  6.    The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  which  wiil  Treatment. 
oblige  the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat  them  with  humanity. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Section  L    The  p^ower  of  impeachment  shall  be  vested  in  theimpeach- 
House  of  Representa'tives.  ment. 

Sec.  2.    Impeachment  of  the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  At- 
torney-General,  Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer,  Comptroller,  and  of  p'^^j^^g^™^ 
the  Judges  of  xhe  District  Courts,  shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate. 

Sec.  3.    Impeachments  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  be  ^^^^^^  gj^^j, 
tried  by  the  Senate.     When  sitting  as  a  court  of  impeachment,  the  \j.y  impeach- 
Senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  and  no  person  shall  be  meats. 
convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-third.s  of  the  Senators 
present. 

Sec.  4.    Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  extend  only  to  ^^^^^^^  ^j. 
removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  from  holding  any  office  of  j^,jg.inent. 
honor,  trust  or  pront,  under  this  State  ;  but  the  parties  convicted 
shall,  nevertheless,  be  subject  to  indictment,  trial  and  punishment, 
according  to  law. 

Sec.  5.    All  officers  against  whom  articles  of  impeachment  may  be  q^^^^^.^  ^^_ 
preferred,  shall  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  peached 
office,  during  the  pendency  of  such  impeachment.    The  appointing  shall  be  sus- 
power  may  make  a  provisional  appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- Fended. 
sioned  by  the  suspension  of  an  officer,  imtil  the  decision  on  the  im- 
peachment. 

Sec.  6.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  trial,  punishment,  i^^^  j^^de 
and  removal  from  office,  of  all  other  officers  of  the  State,  by  indict- for  trial,  &c. 
ment  or  otherwise.  oi  officers. 

ARTICLE  X. 

EDUCATION.  . 

Section  1.    A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  being  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  it  shall  Public 
be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  make  suitable  provi-  ^^'^'^°^^- 
sions  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  public  schools. 
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Provision  for     ^kc.  2.    The  Legislature  shall,  as  O'lri.y  as  practicable,  establish 
bv^'taxattou*  ^"^^^  schools  throughout  the  Stati',  and  shall  furnish  mean^  for  their 
support,  by  taxation  on  property  ;     And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  set  apart  not  less  thau  one-'enth  of  the  annual  revenue 
One  tenth  of  of  the  State  derivable  fiom  taxation,  as  a  perpetual  fund,  which  fund 
nua'to  be  set  ^^^^^  ^^  appropriated  to  the  support  of  fre<i  public  schools,  and  no 
apart.,  &c.      ^^^  shall  ever  be  made  diverting  said  fund  to  any  other  use ;  and 
until  such  time  as  the  Legislature  shall  provide  fir  the  establishment 
of  such  schools  in  the  several  Districts  of  the  State,  the  fund  thus 
created  shall  remain  as  a  charge  against  the  State,  passed  to  the  credit 
of  the  free  common  school  fund. 
School  lauds      Suc.  '6.     All  public  lands  which   have  been  herefofore,  or  which 
to  be  leased  may  hereafter  be  granted  for  public  schools,  to  the  various  counties, 
only.  Qr  other  political  divi.-^iona  in  this  Statt'.  shall   not  be  alienated  in 

fee,  nor  disposed  of  otherwise  than  by  lea:~e  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  years,  in  such  manrer  as  the  Legislature  may  direct. 
School  lands     Sec.  4.    The  several  counties  in  this  State  which  have  not  received 
to  counties  their  quantum  of  lands  for  the  purposes  of  education,  shall  be  enti- 
not received.  ^^^^  |g  ^j^g  game  quantity  heretofore  appropriated  by  the  Congress  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas  to  other  counties. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Fraudulent     Section  1.    All  certificates  for  head-right  claims  to  land,  issued 
land  claims,  ^q  fictitious  persons,   or  w^hich  were  forged,  and  all  locations  and 

surveys  thereon,  are,  and  the  same  were  null  and  void  from  the 

beginning. 
Courts  to  be  Sec.  2.  The  District  Courts  i^hali  be  opened  until  the  first  day  of 
open  for  es-  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  for  the  establish- 
<*i?''''^'^ta'u '^  ment  of  certificates  fcr  head-rights,  not  recommended  by  the  Com- 
land  claims  missioners  appointed  under  the  act  to  detect  fraudulent  land  certifi- 
untii  a  cer-  cates,  and  to  provide  for  issuing  p-ifcents  to  legal  claimants  ;  and  the 
tain  period,   parties  suing  shall  produce  the  like  proof,  and  be  subjected  to  the 

requisitions  which  were  necessary,  and  were  prescribed  by  law  to 
After  that  s'lstain  the  original  application, for  the  said  certificates,  and  all  certi- 
timealldo-  flcates  above  referred  to.  not  established  or  sued  upon  before  the 
clared  null  period  limited,  shall  be  barred,  and  the  said  certificates,  and  all  lo- 
and  vci'l.       cations  and  surveys  thereon,  .shall  be  forever  null  and  void  ; — and  all 

re-locations  made  on  such  surveys  shall  not  be  disturbed  until  the 

certificates  are  established  as  above  directed. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

LAND    OFFICE. 

Gen'l  Land        SKcn'jN'  L     There  shall  be  one  general  Land  Ofice  iu  the  State, 
Office.  which  shall  be  at  the  seat  of  government,  where  ail  titles  which  have 

heretofore  emanated,  or  may  hereafter  emanate  from  Government, 
Subordinate  ^hall  be  registered  ;  and  the  Legislature  may  establish,  from  time  to 
^  '^^^'  time,  such  subordinate  offices  as  they  may  deem  requisite. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

SCHEDULE. 

Frocess  issu- 
ed under  Re-      Section  i.    That  no   inconvenience  may  arise  from  a  change  of 
vaM^  separate  natural  [national]  Government,  to  a  State  Government,  it 
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is  declared,  tl&t  ail  proces.-^,  waicli  shall  be  isnied  in  the  aajie  cf  the  Process  issu- 
Eepublic  of  Texas,  prior  to  the  orgaaizalioa  of  the  State  Government  py^"",  lo  ife 
under  this  Constitution,  shall  b«  as  valid  ws  if  issued  in  tht?  name  f>t:,^iiit. 
the  State  of  Texas. 

Sec.  2.     The  validity  of  all  bonds  and  recogm2mces,  executed  in  ^^^^^^    pro- 
couformity  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Republic  of  Texas.  coe4iug8,&c. 
shall  not  be  impaired  by  the  change  of  government,  but  may  be  sued  u  be  valid. 
for  and  lecovered  in  the  name  of  the  Gov^jmor  of  the  State  of  Texas  ; 
and  all  criminal  prosecutions,  or  penal  actions,  which  shall  have 
arisen,  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  State  goverament  under  this  ..^.^,,8  ^e- 
Conetitution,  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  shall  be  peuding   in 
prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution  in  the  name  of  said  Stat3.  «>'»"t«  aftbe 
All  suits  at  law  and  equity,  which,  may  be  depending  ia  any  of  the  ^'■'V'>^^\o. 
Courts  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  prior  to   the  organizatioQ  or  'he  prosocutious 
State  Government  under  this  Constitution,  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
proper  court  of  the  State,  which  shall  hav^:^  jiiri.-dictiaa  of  the  s';b- 
ject-matter  ther.^of. 

Sec.  3.     All  kivvs  and  parts  of  laws  now  in  force  in  the  State  of  Laws  to  bo 
Texas,  which  are  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  tho  Confeder-^oatijued  in 
ate  States  of  America,  or  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  shall  continue  "'■<=^' '-  **'• 
and  remain  in  force  as  the  laws  of  this  State,  until  they  expire  by 
their  own  limitation,  or  shall  be  altered  or  repealed  by  thd  Iiegie- 
lature. 

Sec.  4.     All  fuio.'.  penalties,  forfeitures  and  escheats  which  have  Fines,  forfei 
accrued  to  the  Republic  of  Texas  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  '^^gftg^^^idi 
shall  accrue  to  the  State  of  Texas  ;  and  the  Legislature  shall,  by  law,  ..^ccrued  to 
provide  a  method  For  determining  what  lands  may  have  beeu  for-  theRepubiic. 
felted  or  escheated. 

[Sections  5.  (!,  7,  .--  ;ind  11.  ;  elate  entirely  to  the  change  from  the 
"Republic"  to  the  ■•  State"  ot  Texas,  in  1845-().  and  beingnow  obso- 
lete, are  omitted.] 

Sec.  0.  It  shall  be  tho  du:y  <if  the  President  of  Texas,  "'^si^*^^'^- ^^if^'g*;:''^'^*^ 
ately  after  the  inauguration  of  the  Governor,  to  deliver  to  him  all  ^^^^  govora- 
records,  public  money,  documents,  archives,  and  public  property,  ment,  &  pub- 
of  every  description  whatsoever,  under  the  control  of  the  executive  I'-c  property 
branchof  the  government ;  and  the  Governor  shall  di.>pose  of  the^^^*^®  ^**^ 
same  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  direct 

Sec.  10.  That  no  iaconvonionce  rjay  result  frona,  iLe  change  of  Laws  defiu- 
governmeut.  it  is  declared  thut,  the  laws  of  this  Republtc  relative  to  '^S  the  du- 
the  duties  of  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  of  the  same,  .shall  re-  ^^f.^^  "^  \^] 
main  in  full  force,  and  the  duties  of  their  several  oSices  shall  be  per-  main  ia  force 
formed  in  conformity  with  the  existing  laws,  uutil  the  organization  jntii.  &c. 
of  the  government  of  the  State,  under  this  Constitution,  or  until  the  .,  ^  ^^ 
first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  :  That  then  the  offices  of  pug^ant  to 
President,  Vice-President,  of  the  President's  Cabinet,  Foreign  Miais-  this  Consti- 
ters,  Charges  and  agents,  and  others,  repugnant  to  this  Coastitution,  tution  super- 
shall  be  superseded  by  the  same,  and  that  all  others  shall  be  holden  ^^'^'^'^ 
and  exercised  until  they  expire  by  their  own  limitation,  or  be  su- other  offl- 
perseded  by  the  authority  of  thi-;  Constitution  or  laws  made  in  pur-oera  cont:n- 
suance  thereof.  ^^^^  **'• 

Sec.  12.  The  first  general  election  for  Governor,  Lieutenant- ^.^^^  ^^  j^. 
Governor  and  members  of  the  Legislature,  after  the  organisation  of  erai  eiectioa 
the  Government,  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  for  Governor 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  shall  be  held  bien-  and  i_.iouten- 
nally  thereafter,  oa  the  first  Monday  in  November,  until  otherwise  '^  oveni  r 
provided  by  the  Legislature     And  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
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Time  ci  gen-  Governoi»,  elected  in  "December  next,  shaii  hold  their  offices  until  the 
fo^GoiwDor  installation  in  office  of  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  to  be 
and  Lieuten-  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
ant  Governor     Done  in  Convention,  by  the  Deputies  of  the  people  of  Texas,  at 
the  City  of  Austin,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five. 
In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

THO.  J.  KUSK.  President. 
James  H.  Rat.mo.xd,  Secretary. 


DEPARTMENT    OF    STATE,  I    . 

Austin-,  June  20,  18G4.      5 

I,  Egbert  J.  Townes,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  Texas,  do  certify 
that  the  Constitution  as  printed  above  has  been  carefully  compared  with,  and 
conforms  literally  to  the  original,  and  also  to  the  enrolled  amendments  made  by 
the  Convention  of^  1861,  with  the  exception  of  the  following  Sections,  which 
b^ng  DOW  obsolete,  are  omitted :  Sections  30  and  32,  Art,  III,  and  Sections  5, 
6,  7,  8,  11  and  13,  Art.  XIII,  on  file  in  this  Department. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name, 
and  caused  the  Seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  affixed, 
on  the  day  above  written. 

E.  J.  TOWNES, 

Secretary  of  State. 


oojsrsTiTurTioisr 

FOR   THE 

PROVISIOIAL   GOVERNMENT 

OF    THE 

CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 


We,  the  Deputies  of  the  Sovereign  and  Independent  States  of  South  Caroiiaa, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  invoking  the  favor  of 
Almighty  God,  do  hereby,  in  behalf  of  these  States,  ordain  and  establish  this 
Constitution  for  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  same  :  to  continue  one 
year  from  the  inauguration  of  the  President,  or  until  a  permanent  Constitution 
or  Confederation  between  the  said  States  shall  be  put  in  operation,  whichsoever 
shall  first  occur. 

'ARTICLE  I. 
SECTION  I. 

All  legislative  powers  herein  delegated  shall  be  vested  in  this  "Congress  now 
assembled,  until  otherwise  ordained. 

SECTION  2. 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  State,  the  same  shall 
be  filled  in  such  manner  as  the  proper  authorities  of  the  State  shall  direct. 

SECTION  3. 

1.  The  Congress  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and  qualifica- 
tions of  its  members  ;  any  number  of  Deputies  from  a  majority  of  the  States, 
being  present,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business  ;  but  a  smaller  number 
may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  absent  members  ;  upon  all  questions  before  the  Congress,  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  shall  be  represented  by  any  one  or  more  of  its 
Deputies  who  may  be  present. 

2.  The  Congress  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  mem- 
bers for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel  a 
member. 

3.  The  Congress  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time, 
publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy  ; 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on  any  question,  shall,  vt  the  desire  of 
one-fifth  of  those  present,  or  at  the  instance  of  any  one  State,  b  ■  entered  on  the 
journal. 
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SECTION  4. 

Ttie  membeiK  ot  OoogreKB  Bhall  receive  a  oompt-nBation  U'T  their  services,  to 
be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  tbe  Confederacy.  They 
shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  and  breach  of  the  ])ea,ce,  be  privileged 
from  arrest  during  tlieir  attendance^at  tbe  session  of  the  CoogreBB.  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  tbe  same  ;  and  for  any  speech  or  d^'Oate.  they  shall  not 
be  questioned  in  any  other  placf. 

SECTION  5. 

1.  Every  bili  which  sbaii  Lave  passed  th(^  Congress,  shall,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Confederacy  ;  if  he  approve,  he 
shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  Congress. 
who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  aad  proceed  to  recon- 
sider it.  If,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  the  Congress  shall  agree 
to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  such  cases,  the  vote  shall  be 
determined  by  yeas  and  nays  ;  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and 
against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  re- 
turned by  the  President  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had 
signed  it,  unless  the  Congress,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in 
which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law.  The  President  may  veto  any  appropriation 
or  appropriations,  and  approve  any  other  appropriation  or  appropriations  in 
the  same  bili.  . 

2.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote,  intended  to  have  tbe  force  and  effect  of 
a  law,  shall  be  presented  to  the  President,  and,  before  the  same  shall  take  effect, 
shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  re-passed  by 
two-thirds  of  tbe  Congress,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed 
in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

3.  Until  the  inauguration  of  the  President,  all  bills,  orders,  resolutions  and 
votes  adopted  by  the  Congress  shall  be  of  full  force  without  approval  by  him. 

SECTION  0. 

1.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dnties,  imposts 
and  excises,  for  the  revenue  necessary  to  pay  the  debts  and  carry  on  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederacy  ;  and  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises  shall  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  States  of  the  Confederacy.  And  this  Congre.ss  shall  also 
exercise  executive  powers,  until  the  President  is  inaugurated  : 

2.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  Confederacy  : 

3.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes  : 

4.  To  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  Confederacy  : 

5.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  : 

6.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  coanterfeiting  the  securities  and  current 
coin  cf  the  Confederacy : 

7.  To  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads  : 

8.  To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  lim- 
ited times,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  lespective 
writings  and  discoveries  : 

9.  To  constitute  tribunals  interior  to  the  supreme  court  : 

10.  To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas, 
and  offenses  against  the  law  of  nations  : 

11.  To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules 
concerning  captures  on  land  and  water  : 
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12.  To  rait^e  and  support  armies  ;  but  no  f'pjiiopriiiiioa  of  money  to  Ibiit  rise 
shali  be  for  a  longer  term  thnn  two  years  : 

13.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy  : 

14.  To  make  rules  for  the  gdvornraeat  and  regal  ition  of  t!ie  land  and  naval 
forces  : 

15.  To  provide  for  caljing  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Con- 
federapy.  suppress  in^nrreoiimis.  und  repel  invasions  : 

16.  To  provide  for  or^niziiiX.  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for 
governing  snch  part  of  tbem  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, reserving  to  the  States  respectively  the  appointment  of  the  ofiBcers,  and 
the  authori'.y  of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress  :  and 

17.  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  foregoing  powers  and  all  other  powers  expressly  delegated  by 
thie  Constitution  to  thi<  Provisional  Government. 

^L;CTION  7. 

1.  The  importation  o!'  African  negroes  from  any  foreign  country  other  ihiin 
the  slave-holding  States  of  the  United  States,  is  hereby  forbidden  ;  and  Con- 
gress is  required  to  pass  such  laws  as  shall  effectually  prevent  the  same. 

2.  The  Congress  shall  also  have  power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
from  any  State  not  a  member  of  this  Confederacy. 

3.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless, 
when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

4.  No  Bill  of  Attainder,  or  expost  facto  law,  shall  be  pas.sed. 

5.  No  preference  shall  be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue, 
to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another :  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or 
from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  to  another. 

6.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and  a  regular  statement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published  from  time  t5 
time. 

7.  Congress  shall  aj>propriate  no  money  from  the  Treasury,  unless  it  be 
asked  for  by  the  President  or  some  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Departments,  excep.t 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  its  own  expenses  and  contingencies. 

8.  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  Confederacy  ;  and  no  person 
holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  it,  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Congress,  accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title  of  any  kind 
whatever  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  State. 

9.  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof:  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or 
of  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  tlie  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition 
the  government  for  a  redress  of  such  grievances  as  the  delegated  powers  of" 
this  Government  may  warrant  it  to  consider  and  redress. 

10.  A  v/ell  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State, 
the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed. 

11.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner  :  nor  in  time,  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

12.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  »ecure  ia  their  persons,  liouses,  papers, 
and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated ; 
and  no  warrants  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched  and  the  per- 
sons or  things  to  be  seized. 

13.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  caees 
arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  cr  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in 
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time  of  war  or  public  daager ;  nor  shall  any  persou  be  subject  for  tbe  same 
oflfence  to  be  twice  put  ia  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  shall  be  compelled,  in 
any  criminal  case,  to  be  a  witaess  against  himself ;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  lib- 
erty, or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  shall  private  property  be 
taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation. 

14.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  fajoy  the  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  Stute  and  district  wherein 
the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have  been  previously 
ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  ftud  cause  of  the-  accusa- 
tion ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  wLtnessess  against  him  ;  to  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaining  witaes.se3  in  his  favor ;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of 
council  for  his  defence. 

15.  In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  esceed 
twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved  ;  and  no  fact  tried 
by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re-examined  in  any  court  of  the  Confederacy,  than 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law. 

16.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment  inflicted. 

17.  The  enumeration,  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people. 

18.  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  Confederacy  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States.  ?,re  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the, 
people. 

19.  The  judicial  power  of  the  Confederacy  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend 
to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  these 
States  of  the  Confederacy,  by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  any  foreign  State. 

SECTION   8. 

1.  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation;  grant 
letters  ot  marque  and  reprisal;  coin  money;  emit  bills  of  credit;  make  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of 
attainder,  expost  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts:  or 
grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

2.  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  lay  any  imposts  or  du- 
ties on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing 
its  inspection  laws;  and  the  nett  produce  of  all  duties  and  imposts,  laid  by  any 
State  on  imports  or  exports,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  control  of  the 
Congress.  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  of 
tonnage,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another  State,  or  with  a 
foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent 
danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

ARTICLE   II. 

SECTION  1. 

1.  The  Executive  powers  shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America.  He,  together  with  the  Vice-President,  shall  hold  his  office 
for  one  year,  or  until  this  Provisional  Government  shall  be  superseded  by  a 
Permanent  Government,  whichsover  shall  first  occur. 

2.  The  President  and  Vice-President  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  the  States 
represented  in  this  Congress,  each  State  casting  one  vote,  and  a  majority  of  the 
whole  being  requisite  to  elect. 

3.  No  person,  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  States 
of  this  Confederacy  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
eligible!  to  the  office  of  President ;  neither  shall  any  person  be  eligible  to  that 
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office  who  shall  not  have  attuned  the  age  of  thirty-five  years  and  beea  foar- 
teen  years  a  resident  of  one  of  the  States  of  this  Coafederacy. 

4.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from  ofiBce,  or  of  his  death,  resign 
nation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office,  (which 
inability  shall  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Congress,)  the 
same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice-President ;  and  the  Congiess  may,  by  law, 
provide  for  the  case  of  I'emoval,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the 
President  and  Vice-President,  declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  President; 
and  BQch  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  disability  be  removed  or  a  Presi- 
dent shall  be  elected. 

5.  The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services,  during  the 
period  of  the  Provisional  Government,  a  compensation  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  per  annnm  ;  and  he  shall  not  receive  during  that  period  any 
other  emolument  from  this  Confederacy,  or  any  of  the  States  thereof. 

6.  Before  he  enter  oa  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall  take  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation : 

I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  thereof. 


SECTION  2. 

1.  The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
Confederaey,  and  of  the  Militia  of  the  several  State8,when  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  Confederacy  ;  he  may  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the 
principal  officer  in  each  of  the  Executive  Departments,  upon  any  subject  relat- 
ing to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  ;  and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons  for  offences  against  the  Confederacy,  except  in  cases  of 
impeachment. 

2.  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress, 
to  make  treaties ;  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Congress  concur  :  and  he  shall 
nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and   consent  of  the  Congress,  shall 
appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  courts , 
and  all  other  officers  of  the  Confederacy,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein ' 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.     But  the  Con-  ■ 
gress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  th'ftk  . 
proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  dV'-  ■ 
partments. 

3.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happec^ 
during  the  recess  of  the  Congress,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expir©'^ 
at  the  end  of  their  next  session.  '  ; 


SECTION  3.  :,*.,: 

2.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the  $W&. 
of  the  Confederacy  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient ;  he  may,  on  extraordinary  occasion^,, 
convene  the  Congrsss  at  such  times  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  he  shall  reoeiVe 
ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers  ;  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  .lie 
faithfully  executed :  and  shall  commission  all  the  officers  of  the  Confederacy/ 

2.    The  President,  Vice-President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  Confederacy, 
^all  be  removed  from  office,  on  conviction,  by  the  Congress,  of  treason,  brib- 
ery, or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  :  a  vote  of  two-thirds  shall  be 
necessary  for  such  conviction. 
4 
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ARTICLE   III. 
SECTION  1. 

i.  The  judiciaJ  power  of  the  Ccul'ederacy  ehull  be  vost«d  in  one  SBpretae 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  oourta  as  are  herein  directed,  or  aa  Iho  Congrese 
may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  eetablish. 

2.  Each  Stat-e  shall  ooosiitute  a  District,  in  which  theru  shall  he  a  court, 
called  a  District  Court,  which,  until  otherwise  provided  by  the  Congress,  shall 
have  the  jurisdiction  vested  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Stat«e,  as  I'ar  as  appli- 
cable, in  both  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  for  that 
State ;  the  Judge  whereof  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Congress,  and  shaJ!,  until  othei-wise  provided 
by  the  Congress,  exercise  tlie  power  and  authority  vested  by  tie  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Judges  of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  for  that  State,  and  shall  appoint  the  times  and  places  at  which  the  courts 
shall  be  held.  Appeals  may  be  taken  directly  from  the  District  Courts  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  under  eimilar  regulations  to  those  which  are  provided  in  casee 
of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or  under  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  provided  by  the  Congress.  The  commissions  of  all  the  judges 
shall  expire  with  this  Provisional  Government. 

3.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  be  constituled  of  oAi  the  Dietrict  Judges,  ; 
majority  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  eit  itt  such  times  and  places  ai 
the  Congress  shall  appoint 

4.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  laws  for  the  ti'ansfer  of  any 
causes  which  were  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  the  courta  of 
the  Confederacy,  and  for  the  execution  of  the  orders,  decrees,  and  judgments 
heretofore  rendered  by  the  said  courts  of  the  United  states  ;  and  also  all  laws 
which  may  be  requi.site  to  proteci  the  parties  to  all  such  suits,  orders,  judgments, 

'  6r  decrees,  their  heirs,  personal  representatives,  or  assignees. 


SECTION  2. 

^"°i.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  1o  all  cases  of  law  and  equity,  arising 
'aneler  this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  Confederacy, 
,  p-pcl.  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  its  authority;  to  all  cases 
'infecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls  ;  to  all  cases  of  ad- 
piiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction ;  to  controversies  to  which  the  Confederacy 
'  bball  be  a  parly  ;  controversies  between  two  or  more  Slates  ;  between  citizens 
'  Oi"  different  Slates  ;  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming  lands  undei 
rgranta  of  different  Stales. 

^  o2.  In  all  cases  affecting  ambaesadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls, 
'an^  those  in  which  a  State  EhaU  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have 

original  jurisdiction.  In  all  the  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme 
"tJdiirt  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  ex- 
'ae^jlions  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress  shall  make. 

'  5.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  be  by  jury, 
and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the  State  where  the  said  crimes  shall  have  been 
committed;  but  when  not  committed  within  any  Rtate,  the  trial  shall  beat 
such  place  or  places  as  the  Congress  may,  by  law,  have  directed. 
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SECTION  3. 

1.  Treasoc  against  this  Confederacy  shall  c  )aai6t  only  in  levying  war  against 
it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  eDf mies,  giving  tbem  aid  and  tomfort.  No  person  ehall 
be  convicted  of  treason,  iinless  on  the  t*>stimony  of  two  witnesfea  to  the  same 
overt  act,  or  on  confession'  in  open  court. 

2.  The  Congress  ahall  have  power  to  declare  tLe  puoishment  of  treason ; 
but  no  attainder  of  treason  Bhall  work  corrnption  ot  blood,  or  forfeiture;  except 
duTing  the  life  of  the  parson  attainted. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

SECTION    ]. 

1.  Full  faith  and  credit  eball  be  given  in  each  State  fo  the  public  acts, 
records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the  Congress  may, 
by  general  laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  records  and  proceed- 
ings shall  be  proved  and  the  eflect  of  such  proof. 

SSCTION   2. 

1.  The  citizens  of  each  State  sLall  be  entitled  to  al!  privileges  ciad  immn- 
nities  of  citizrcns  in  the  several  States. 

2.  A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or  olher  crime,  who 
shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the 
executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

3.  A  slave  in  one  State,  escaping  to  another,  shall  be  delivered  up,  on  claim 
of  the  party  to  whom  said  slave  may  belong,  by  the  executive  authority  of  the 
State  in  which  such  slave  shall  be  found,  and  ia  case  of  any  abduction  or  forci- 
ble rescue,  fall  compensation,  including  the  value  of  the  slave  and  all  costs 
and  expenses,  shall  be  made  to  the  party,  by  the  State  in  which  such  abduction 
or  rescue  shall  take  place. 


SECTION  3. 

1.  The  Confederacy  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  this  Union,  a  republi- 
can form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion  ;  and, 
on  application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  E.f  ecutive,  (when  the  Legislature 
cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic  violence. 


ARTICLE  V. 

1.    The  Congress,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds,  may,  at  any  lime,  alter  or  amend 

this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE   VL 

L    This  Conatitution,  and  tbo  laws  of  the  Confederacy  which  shall  ba  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  thall  ba  made,  under  the 
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authority  of  the  Coafederacy,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  bi  the  land 5  and  the 
Judges  in  every  State  ghall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  Constitution  or 
Jaws  of  any  Sta,te  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

2.  The  Government  hereby  instituted  shall  take  immediate  steps  for  the 
settlement  of  all  matters  between  the  Slates  forming  it,  and  their  other  late 
confederates  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  public  property  and  public 
debt  at  the  time  of  their  withdrawal  from  them ;  these  States  hereby  declaring 
it  to  .be  their  wish  and  earnest  desire  to  adjust  everything  pertaining  to  the 
common  property,  common  liability,  and  common  obligations  of  that  union, 
upon  the  principles  of  right,  justice,  equity,  and  good  faith. 

3.  XJatil  otherwise  provided  by  the  Congress,  the  city  of  Montgomery,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  shall  be  the  seat  of  Government. 

4.  The  members  of  the  Congress  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers  of 
the  Confederacy  shall  be  bound,  by  oath  or  afl5rmation,  to  support  this  Consti- 
tution ;  but  no  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or 
public  trust  under  this  CSonfederacy. 

5.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  admit  other  States 


[The  following  amendment  was  adopted  at  the  Second  Session  of  the  Pto- 
visonal  Congress:"! 

No.  169.]  AN  ORDINANCE 

Of  the  Convention  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Be  it  ordained  by  tks  Congress  of  the  Confederate  Staies  of  America,  That  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of  the  third  Article  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  be  so  amended  in  the  first  line  of  said 
paragraph,  as  to  read,  "  Each  State  shall,  until  otherwise  enacted  by  law,  con- 
stitute a  district;"  and  in  the  sixth  line,  after  the  word  " judge,"  add  " or 
judges." 

Approved  May  2l6fc,  1861, 


COISTBTITIITION* 

OP  THE 

OOI^FEDERATE    StATES    OF    AmBRICA. 


We,  the  people  ot  the  Confederate  States,  each  State  acting  in  its 
sovereign  and  independent  character,  in  order  to  form  a  permanpnt  Preamble. 
federal  government,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility, 
and  secnre  the  blessings  of  Liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity 
— invoking  the  favor  and  guidance  of  Almighty  God— cio  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution  for  the  Confederate  State?,  of  America  : 

ARTICLE  1. 

SECTION  I. 
All  legislative  powers  herein  delegated  shall  be  vested  in  a  Con-  Legislative 
gresB  of  the  Confederate  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  power, 
Honse  of  Representatives. 

SECTION  II. 

1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members 

chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several  States  ;  and  Hoaseof Rep- 
the  electors  in  each  State  shall  be  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States,  resentatives. 
and  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislature ;  but  no  person  of  foreign  birth, 
not  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  for 
any  officer,  civil  or  political.  State  or  Federal.  - 

2.  No  person  shall  be  a  Representative,  who  shall  not  have  attained  Qaaiif  ica- 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  be  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  tionsofmem- 
Stales,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  ''®'"^- 
State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen.  ' 

3.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  Apportion- 
the  several  States  which  maybe  included  within  this  Confederacy, '^6°''°'". '"^P- 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  and^"^rect^ 
adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  taxes. 

to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three- 
fifths  of  all  slaves.  The  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  three  „ 
years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,     "*"^' 
and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall,  by  law,  direct.    The  number  of  Representatives  shall  not  ex-  Number  o: 
ceed  one  for  every  fifty  thousand,  but  each  State  shall  have,  at  least,  representa- 
one  Representative  ;  and  until  such  enumeration  shall  be  made,  the  **^^^- 
State  of  South  Carolina  shall  be  entitled  to  choose  six — the  State  of  Tg^jpoyary 
Georgia  ten — the  State  of  Alabama  nine— the  State  of  Florida  two —  apportioo- 
the  State  of  Mississippi  seven — the  State  of  Louisiana  six,  and  the  ™ect. 
State  of  Texas  six. 

4.  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  State,  vacancies. 


*  This,  Constitution  as  now  printed  has  been  carefully  compared  with  th«  copy 
printed  at  Richmond  in  1861,  with  wbicb  it  conforms  literally,  and  in  pTmctnation. 
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Vacancies 


Officers. 


laapeacb- 
ments. 


the  Execative  authority  thereof  shUl  i.-su»*  writs  of  election  to  fill 
such  vacancies. 

5.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  their  Speaker  and 
other  officers  ;  and  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment ;  ex- 
cept that  an/  judicial  or  other  federal  officer  resident  and  acting 
solely  within  the  limits  of  any  State,  may  be  impeached  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  thereof. 


Senate. 


Classilica- 

tiOQ. 


SECTION   III. 

1.  The  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  composed  of  two 
Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  for  six  years,  by  the  Legislature 
tbereof,  at  the  regular  session  next  immediately  preceding  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  of  service  ;  and  each  Senator  shall  have  one 
Tote. 

2.  Immediately  aft*r  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  of 
tbe  firet  election,  tliey  shall  be  divided,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into 
three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  Senators  of  the  first  class  shall  be  va- 
cated at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the  second  class  at  the 
expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  (he  third  class  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen  every  second 
year  ;  and  if  vacancies  happen,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof 
may  riiake  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Le- 
gislature, which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies. 

.3.  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  and  be  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  and 
who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  for  which 
he  shall  be  chosen. 

4.  The  Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  President 
of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

5.  The  Senate  shall  choose  their  officers,  and  also  a  President  pro 
tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice-President,  or  when  he  shall  ex- 
ercise the  office  of  President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

6.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments. 
When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation. 
When  the  President  Of  the  Confederate  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice shall  preside  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

7.  Judgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not  extend  further 
than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy 
any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  the  Confederate  States ;  but 
the  party  eonvicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and  subject  to  in- 
dictment, trial,  judgment  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

SECTION  IV. 

Election  of        i-  The  times,  place  and  manner  of  holding  elestions  for  Senators 
members  of  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legis- 
congress.      lature  thereof,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  ;  but 
the  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regula- 
tions, except  as  to  the  times  and  places  of  choosing  Senators. 
To  meet  an-       2.  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in  every  year,  and 
Bually.         such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  unless  they 
shall  by  Taw  appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION   V. 
Powers  of         1.  Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns  and 
each  Eojse,  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  of  each  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business  :  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
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from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance  of  lowers  of 
absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  each  ^^^  House. 
House  may  provide. 

2.  Each  House  may  determine  the  rulea  of  ita  proceedings,  punish  Power  to 
its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  ofP"'"|''  ^^t* 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  number,  expel  a  member.  ^^^ 

3.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and,  from  journals. 
time  to  time,  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may,  in  their 
judgment,  require  secrecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  membei-s  of  Yeas  and 
either   House  on   any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of'^'ys 
those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

4.  Neither  House,  during  the  session  of  Congress,  shall,  without  the  Adjourn 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  o^^^- 
other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting. 

SECTION   VI. 

1.  The  Senators  and  Kepresentatives  shall  receive  a  compensation  [^^^"^ 
for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  Confederate  States.     They  shall  in  all  cases,  except  trea-  privUeges. 
son,  felony  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during 

their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  Houses,  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  the  same  5  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in 
either  House,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  plaoe. 

2.  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  ^^"^^gg 
he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority 

of  the  Confederate  States,  which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  increased,  during  such  time  ; 
and  no  person  holding  any  oflSce  under  the  Confederate  States  shall 
be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance  in  office  ;  but  ^^^*^1^* 
Congress  may  by  law  grant  to  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  ^ 
Executive  Departments  a  seat  upon  the  floor  of  either  Hoixae,  with 
the  privilege  of  discussing  any  measures  appertaining  to  his  depart- 
ment. 

SECTION  VII. 

1.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  ^J?'^'^® 
Representatives  ;    but  the   Senate   may   propose   or   concur  with 
amendments,  as  on  other  bills. 

2.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  shall,  before  it  Manner  of 
becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  P*^^"*e- 
States ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  veto  power, 
with  his  objections,  to  that  House  in  which  it  shall  have  originated, 

who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed 
to  reconsider  it.    If,  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  that 
House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  recon- 
sidered, and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall  become 
a  law.    But  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and 
against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  House  respect- 
ively.   If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  tea  Bills  muBt  be 
days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the  returned  in 
same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  *®°  °*^^- 
the  Congress,  by  their  adjournment,  prevent   ita  return,  in  which 
C£«e  it  shall  not  be  a  law.    The  President  may  approve  any  appro-  *^°  approve 
priation  and  disapprove  any  other  appropriation,  in  the  same  bill.  ^pria^oiT 
In  such  case  he  shall,  in  signing  the  bill,  designate  the  appropria- and  veto 
tions  disapproved  ;  and  shall  return  a  copy  of  such  appropriations,  others. 
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&c. 


with  his  objections,  to  the  House  in  which  the  bill  shall  have  origin- 
ated ;  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  then  be  had  as  in  cose  of  other 
bills  disapproved  by  the  Prepident. 
Joint  orcters,  3.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of 
resolaUone,  both  Houses  may  be  neceesary,  (except  on  a  question  of  adjourn- 
ment.) shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States; 
and,  before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him,  or, 
being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  re-passed  by  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses,  according  1o  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the 
case  of  a  bill. 

SECTION  VIII. 
The  Congress  shall  have  power — 

1.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,,  duties,  imposts  and  excises,  for  rev- 
enue necessary  to  pay  the  debts,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
and  carry  on  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States ;  but  no 
bounties  shall  be  granted  from  the  Treasury,  nor  shall  any  duties  or 
taxes  on  importations  from  foreign  nations  be  laid  to  promote  or 
foster  any'b  ranch  of  industry;  and  all  duties,  imposts  and  excises 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  Confederate  States. 

2.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  Confederate  States  : 

3.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  but  neither  this  nor  any 
other  clause  contained  in  the  Constitution  shall  ever  be  construed  to 
delegate  the  power  to  Congress  to  appropriate  money  for  any  inter- 
nal improvement,  intended  to  facilitate  commerce,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  lights,  beacons  and  buoys,  and  other  aids  to 
navigation  upon  the  coasts,  and  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  the 
removing  of  obstructions  in  river  navigation ;  in  all  which  cases 
such  duties  shall  be  laid  on  the  navigation  facilitated  thereby,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  costs  and  expenses  thereof : 

4.  To  establish  uniform  laws  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  Confederate  States  ;  but 
no  law  of  Congress  shall  discharge  any  debt  contracted  before  the 
passage  of  the  same  : 

6.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin, 
and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures  : 

6.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities 
and  current  coin  of  tho  Confederate  States : 

7.  To  establish  post  offices  and  post  routes  ;  but  the  expenses  of 
the  Post-office  Department,  after  the  first  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  shall  be  paid  out  of  its 
own  revenues : 

8.  To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing, 
for  limited  times,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to 
their  respective  writings  and  discoveries  : 

9.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court : 

10.  To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  and  offenses  against  the  law  of  nations  : 

11.  To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  on  water : 

12.  To  raise  and  support  armies ;  but  no  appropriation  of  money 
to  that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years  : 

13.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy : 

14.  To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land 
aad  naval  forces : 

15.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exeoute  the  laws  ol 
the  Confederate  States,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  iavasionB  : 
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16.  To  provide  for  orgaruzing,  arming,  and  disciplining-ihe  militia,  Militia 
and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Confederate  States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respectively, 

the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the 
militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress  : 

17.  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  Exclusive 
sach  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  iegislatior,. 
one  or  more  States  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat 

of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  ;  and  to  exercise  like 
authority  over  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  maga- 
Eines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other  needful  buildings  :  and 

18.  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car-  Laws  for  cw 
rying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers  and  all  other  powers  ^^j|jj  ^^^ 
vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Groverament  of  the  Confederate's 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

SECTION  IX. 

1.  The  importation  of  negroes  of  the  African  race,  from  any  for-giave  traUe. 
eign  country  other  than  the  slave-holding  States  or  Territories  of  the 

United  States  of  America,  is  hereby  forbidden  ;  and  Congrees  is 
required  to  pass  such  laws  as  shall  effectually  prevent  the  same. 

2.  Congress  shall  also  have  power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  ^'^^  States 
slaves  from  any  State  not  a  member  of,  or  Territory  not  belonging  ^CMfedV^ 
to,  this  Confederacy. 

3.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  not  be  sus-  Habeas 
pended,  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  ^""P^^^ 
safety  may  require  it. 

4.  No  Bill  of  Attainder,  ct;  post  facto  law,  or  law  denying  or  Ex  post 
impairing  the  right  of  property  in  negro  slaves,  shall  be  passed.        facto  laws. 

5.  No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  proper-  Direct  taxes 
tion  to  the  census  or  enumeration  herein  before  directed  to  be  taken. 

6.  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  esported  from  any  state  ex 
State,  except  by  a  vote*  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses.  P**''^- 

7.  No  preference  shall  be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  Port  duties 
revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another. 

8.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  conse-  Receipts  and 
guence  of  appropriations  made  by  law ;  and  a  regular  statement  expenditures 
and  account   of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money 

shall  be  pviblished  from  time  to  time. 

9.  Congress  shall  appropriate  no  money  from  the  Treasury,  except  %  vote  Be- 
by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  ^'^s^^'"?^^ 
Tinless  it  be  asked  and  estimated  for  by  some  one  of  the  Heads  of  ^•'J^Qgy^g^. 
Department,  and  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  President ;  or  for  the  cept. 
purpose  of  paying  its  own  expenses  and  contingencies  ;  or  for  the 
payment  of  claims  against  the  Confederate  States,  the  justice  of 

which  shall  have  been  judicially  declared  by  a  tribunal  for  the  in- 
vestigation of  claims  against  the  Government,  which  it  is  hereby 
made  the  duty  of  Congress  to  establish. 

10.  All  bills  appropriating  money  shall  specify  in  Federal  currency  fions^milst 
the  exact  amount  of  each  appropriation  and  the  purposes  for  which  be  specified, 
it  is  made;  and  Congress  shall  grant  no  extra  compensation  to  any  no    extra 
public  contractor,  officer,  agent  or  servant,  after  such  contract  shall  compenBat'n 
have  been  made  or  such  service  rendered.  *■"  contrac- 

11.  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  Confederate  Statei ;  ''°''^' 

and  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them,  shall,  ^.p^^of^  "' 
wiftout  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  accept  of  any  present,  emolu-  Bents  prt^jB 
ment,  office  or  title  of  any  kind  whatever  from  any  king,  prince  or  ited. 
foreign  State. 
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Freedom  of  12.  Congress  ehall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establighmeat  of 
ape'^ch'of "^^^'^ion  or  prohibiting  the  free  exeiciee  thereof:  or  abridging  the 
tho  pre'sB,  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peace- 
aad  right  of  ably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of 
petition.        grievances. 

b^rarms         ^^'  ^  ^""'^^  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a 

free  State,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arm^  shall  not  be 

infringed. 

Quarteringof      14.  No  goldier  ahall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  houae 

roops.  without  the  consent  of  the  owner ;  nor  in  time  of  war,   but  in  a 

manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 
Searcboaand      15.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  Sc'cure'iu  their  persons,  houses, 
seizures.       papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall 
Warrants.      ^'^^  ^®   violated ;   and  no   warrants  shall  is^sue  but  upon  probable 
cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing 
the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized, 
cr^es'*"^       ■    ^^'  ^'^  Person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise 
infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand 
jury,  except  in  cases  arising  in  the  laud  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the 
militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger ;  nor 
shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence  to  be  twice  put  in 
Rin-hts  of      jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  be   compelled,  in  any  criminal  case, 
property.      to  be  a  witness  against  himself;   nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property,  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  shall  private  property 
be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compensation. 
Rights  of  de-     1^.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  ' 
fendants    in  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and 
criminal  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district 
'^^*-  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of 

the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation ;  to  be  confronted  with  the 
witness  against  him  ;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wit- 
nesses in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defense. 
Trials  in  civ-     18-  I^  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall 
iJ  cases.        exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved ; 
and  no  fact  so  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re-examined  in  any 
court  of  the  Confederacy,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  commonlaw 
Bail,  flues,         19.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- 
*c-  posed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  inflicted. 

20.  Every  law,  or  resolution  having  the  force  of  law,  shall  relate 
to  but  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title. 

SECTION   X, 

Limitation  of     ^'  ^'^  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  :;onfederation  ; 

the  powers  grant  letters  ot  marque  and  reprisal;  coin  money;   make  anything 

of  the  states,  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill 

of  attainder,  or  ex  post  facio  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of 

contracts  :  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

BiU  of  at-  2.  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  lay  any  im- 

tainder,  kc.   posts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely 

Imposts        necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  laws  ;  and  the  net  produce  of 

all  duties  and  imposts,  laid  by  any  State  on  imports  or  exports,  shall 

be  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Confederate  States  ;  and  all 

such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  control  of  Congress. 

tonnagp  du-      3.  No  State  shall,  without  tho  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty, 

ties.  on  tonnage,  except  on  sea-going  vessels  for  the  improvement  of  its 

rivers  and  harbors  navigated  by  the  said  vessels  ;  but  such  dutiee 

shall  not  conflict  with  any  treaties  of  the  Confederate  States  with 

foreign  nations  ;  and  any  surplus  revenue,  thus  derived,  shall,  after 
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making  such  improremeat,  be  paid  into  tbe  comujou  treaaury      Nor  Troops  and 
shall  any  State  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  iu  time  of  peace,  eater  ^'^'P^       *'"* 
iuto  any  agreement  or  compact  with  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  compacts. 
power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  fir  in  such  immi- 
nent danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay.     Bat  when  any  river  divides  ^'*'"- 
or  flows  through  two  or  more  States,  they  may  enter  ioto  compacts 
with  each  oilier  to  improve  the  navigation  theieof. 

ARTICLE  II. 

SECTION  I. 

1.  The   Executive  power  shall  be  vested  in   a   President  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.     He  and  the  Vice-President   shall  i>reBident. 
hold  their  ofiBces  for  the  term  of  six  years  ;  but  the  President  shall 

not  be  re-eligiblo.   The  President  and  Vice-President  shall  be  elected  '^^'■°»  °^  '^^• 
as  follows :  ^'"'■ 

2.  Each  State  shall  appoint,   in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature 

thereof  may  dircL't,  a  number  of  electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  Mod?  ofelec- 
of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  the  State  may  be  entitled  tion. 
in  the  Congress  ;  but  no  Senator  or  Representative,  or  person  hold- 
ing an  ofiSce  of  tru.'st  or  profit  under  the  Confederate  States,  shall  be 
appointed  an  elector. 

3.  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  Stales  and  vote  by 

ballot  for  President  and  Vice-President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  Heetion  of 
not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves  ;  they  shall  President 
name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President,  and  in  dis-^'^  ^d'^^ 
tinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  they  shall 
make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and  of  all 
persons  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  of  the  number  of  voles  for 
each,  which  lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit,  sealed, 
to  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  directed  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate  ;  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the 
certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then  be  counted  ;  the  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  vote.?  for  President  shall  be  the  President,  if 
such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed;  ' 
and  if  no  person  have  such  majority,  then,  from  the  persons  having 
the  highest  numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted 
for  as  President,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  choose  immedi- 
ately, by  ballot,  the  President.  But  iu  choosing  the  President,  the 
votes  shall  be  taken  by  States — tbe  Representation  from  each  State 
having  one  vote.  »  A  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  mem- 
ber or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  States,  and  a  majority  of  all 
the  States  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And  if  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  not  choose  a  President,  whenever  the  right  of 
choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next 
following,  then  the  Vice-President  shall  act  as  President,  as  in  case 
of  the  death,  or  other  constitutional  disability  of  the  President 

4.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent, shall  be  the  Vice-President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed ;  and  if  no  person  have  a 
majority,  then,  from  the  two  highest  numlaers  on  the  list  the  Senate 
shall  choose  the  Vice-President ;  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall  con- 
sist of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators,  and  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 

5.  But  no  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  ofiSce  of  Presi- 
dent shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  Vice-President  of  the  Confederate 
States. 
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■fimc  ol  elec-      6.  The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the  electors, 
Mm.  ^jj^  j^jjg  ^j^y  QQ  ^iiich  they  shall  give  their  votes  ;  which  day  shall 

be  the  pame  throughout  the  Confederate  States. 
Quaiiflcat'ns      7.  No  peraon,  except  a  natural  born  citizen  of  the  Confederate 
of  the  Presi-  States,  or  a  citizen  thereof  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
^^°*  stitution,  or  a  citizen  thereof  born  in  the  United  States  prior  to  the 

20tli  of  December,  1860,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  President ; 
neither  shall  any  person  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a  resi- 
dent within  the  limits  ot  the  Confederate  States,  as  they  may  exist  at 
the  time  of  his  election. 
Vacancy—         8.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from  office,  or  of  his 
how  Bup-      death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and  duties  of 
P''®^"  the  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice-President ;   and 

the  Congress  may,  by  law,  provide  for  the  case  of  removal,  death, 
resignation,  or  inability  both  of  the  President  and  Vice-President, 
declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  President,  and '  such  officer 
shall  act  accordingly  fintil  the  disability  be  removed  or  a  President 
shall  be  elected. 

9.  The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  services  a 
Suon?'"'''*"  compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished  dur- 
ing the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  ;  and  he  shall 
not  receive  within  that  period  any  other  emolument  from  the  Con- 
federate States,  or  any  of  them. 
Oath  of  cf-        10.  Before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall  take 
fice.  the  foUowing  oath  or  affirmation  : 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the 
office  of  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  will,  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution 
thereof." 

SECTION  II. 

Powers  and      1.  The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and 
dutiee  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  of  the  Militia  of  the  several 

States,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  Confederate  States; 
he  may  require  the  opinion,  in  virriting,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each 
of  the  Executive  Departments,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices ;  and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons  for  offences  against  the  Confederate  States, 
except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 
Treaties.  2.  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present 
concur ;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  min- 
AppointjEg    isters  and  consuls.  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  offi- 
power.  cers  of  the  Confederate  States,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein 

otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law  ;  but 
the  Congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  offi- 
cers, as  they  think  proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of 
law  or  in  the  Heads  of  Departments. 
RemoTiDg  3.  The  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  Executive  Departments,  and 
iwwer.  all  persons  connected  with  the  diplomatic  service,  may  be  removed 

from  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President.  All  other  civil  officers 
of  the  Executive  Department  may  be  removed  at  any  time  by  the 
President,  or  other  appointing  power,  when  their  services  are  unae- 
cessary,  or  for  dishonesty,  incapacity,  inefficiency,  misconduct,  or 
neglect  of  duty  ;  and  when  so  removed,  the  removal  shall  be  reported 
to  the  Senate,  together  with  the  reasons  therefor. 
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i.  The  President  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  Power  U>  fiJi 
'i;ippen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commisaiona  ^**'*°'''^ 
which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session ;  but  no  person 
rejected  by  the  Senate  shall  be  re-appointed  to  the  same  office  during 
their  ensuing  recess. 

SECTION    III. 
I.  rhe  President  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  tp  the  Congress  itt-gu.,, 
formation  of  the  state  of  the  Confederacy,  and  recommend  to  their  formatioa 't« 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expe- Cong.-eaa. 
dient ;  he  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  both  Houses,  or 
either  of  them,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  them,  withj^  ^^ 
respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,   he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  powers, 
time  03  he  shall  think  proper  ;  be  shall   receive  ambassadors  and 
other  public  ministers  ;  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
execnted,  and  shall  commission  all  (he  officers  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

SECTION  IV. 
1.  The  President,  Vice-President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  Con- jQipgaci, 
federate  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  ments. 
and  conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  mis- 
dein?anors. 

ARTICLE  III. 

SECTION   I. 
J.  The  judicial  power  of  the  Confederate  States  shall  be  vested  in  jadiciary— 
one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  Inferior  Courts  as  the  Congress  Tenure  anti 
may  from  time  ordain  and  establish.    The  judges,  both  of  the  Su-compaasa^ 
preme  and  Inferior  Courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  be-  *'*"*• 
havior,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services  a  com- 
pensation, which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 
office. 

SECTION  11. 

1.  The  Judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  arising  under  this  Judicial 
Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  treaties  made,  Pow^er* 
or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority  ;  to  all  cases  affecting 
ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls;  to  all  cases  of  ad- 
miralty and  maritime  jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the 
Confederate  States  shall  be  a  party;  to  controversies  between  two  or 
more  States;  between  a  State  and  citizen  of  another  State,  where  the 
State  is  plaintiff;  between  citizens  claiming  lands  under  grants  of 
different  States;  and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and 
foreign  States,  citizens,  or  subjects;  but  no  State  shall  be  sued  by  a 
citizen  or  subject  of  any  foreign  State. 

2.  In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  Jurisdiction 
consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  °^  ^■^^  ^' 
Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction,    in  all  the  other  cases  before  ^'^^°*^ '^^ 
mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both 

as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions  and  under  such  regulations 
as  the  Congress  shall  make. 

3.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  Trial  for 
be  by  jury,  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the  State  where  'he  said  cnmeB 
crimes  shall  have  been  committed;  but  when  not  committef  within 

any  State,  the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  (    igress 
may,  by  law,  have  directed.    • 
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SECTION   III. 

Treason.  1.     Trea.i+on  again?'!,  the  Confederate  Stales  .sImI'i   consist  only  in 

levying  war  against  tiiem,  or  in  adhering  to  tlu.'ii-  enemies,  giving 

Witnesses  tbem  aid  and  comiot!.  No  person  shall  be  con  visited  of  treason  un- 
less on  the  ttfitimony  of  two  witnesses  to  tlie  fane  overt  act,  (fr  on 
confession  in  open  coart. 

Punishment.  2.  The  Congress  shali  have  power  to  declan;  ihe  puniftbmeat  of 
ti'eason;  but  no  attaiider  of  treason  ehall  work  corruption  of  blood, 
or  (orf'eiimv.  except  during  the  life  ot  the  peraot;  attainted. 


State  roc- 
ordB,  &c. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

SECTION    I. 

1.  FmU  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  iu  eath  State  to  the  public 
act»i,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  Siate.  And 
the  Congress  may,  by  general  laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
such  acts,  Ti^oide,  and  prooeedings  aball  hf  proved,  and  the  effect 
thereof. 


SECTION   II. 


Privileges  of      ^ 
citizens. 


Fugitives 
from  justice. 


Fugitivo 
Slaves. 


New  States. 


CoBgress  to 
control  pub- 
lic property. 

Territories. 


Congress 
Ehall  have 
exclusive 
control  over. 


The  citizens  ut  each  State  shall  bs  ontilled  to  all  the  pdvilegeg 
and  Immunities  of  citizcn«  in  the  several  States;  and  shall  have  the 
right  of  tr.iDsit  and  sojourn  in  any  State  of  this  Confederacy,  with 
their  slave.s  and  other  property;  and  the  light  of  property  in  salt 
slaves  shall  not  be  thereby  impaired. 

2.  A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  lelony,  or  other 
crime  against  the  laws  of  suoh  State,  who  shall  flee  trom  justice,  and 
be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  Executive  au- 
thority of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

3.  No  slave  or  other  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  any  State 
or  Territory  of  the  Confederate  States,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escap- 
ing or  lawfully  carried  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law 
or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor  ;  but 
shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  slave  be- 
longs, or  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due. 

SECTION  III. 

1.  Other  States  may  be  admitted  into  this  Confederacy  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  House  of  Representatives  and  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate,  the  Senate  voting  by  States;  but  no  new  State  shall  be 
formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any 
State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of 
States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  States  concerned, 
as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

2.  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  concerning  the  property  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  including  the  lands  thereof. 

3.  The  Confederate  States  ".nay  acquire  new  territory;  and  Con- 
gress  shall  have  power  to  legislate  and  provide  governments  for  the 
inhabitants  of  all  territory  belonging  to. the  Confederate  States,  lying 
without'the  limits  of  the  several  States,  and  may  permit  them  at  such 
times,  and  in  Fncb  manner  r.s  it  may,  by  law,  provide,  to  form  States 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy.  In  all  such  territory,  the  institu- 
tion of  negro  8la.very,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  Confederate  States, 
shall  be  recognized  and  protected  by  Congress  and  by  the  Territorial 
Government:  and  the  inhabitants  of  "the  teveral  Confederate  States 
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and  Teiritoi:o8  shall  have  the  right  to  take  to  fiuch  Ten-iloiy  uny 
8lav<?8,  lawfully  held  by  them,  iu  any  of  th»'  States  or  Territories  of 
the  Confed(>rate  States. 

4.     The  Confederate  States  Bhvl!  guarantee  to  every  State  that  now  Repubiicao 
ie,  or  hiMeafter  may  became,  a  member  of  this  Ck)Dfoderacy,  a  repab- lorm of  gov- 
licaii  turm  of  governmeu';  and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against  ^'™°>®"*> ^^ 
invasion;  and  on  application  of  the  Logielature,  (or  o!  the  Executive,  K^'"*°  ^ 
when  the  r>?^^alature  is  not  iu  soeion,)  against  domeiitic  violt'aoe. 

ARTICLE   V. 

SECTION    I. 
1.     Upoo   the  demand  of  any  thn^e   States,  legally  m-semWed  'n^n^Qj 
their  several  Conventions,  the  Congrees  shall  summon  a  Convention  ments 
of  all  the  States,  to  take  into  consideraiion  such  amerKlmcnts  to  tiie 
Constitution  ks  the  said  States  shall  concur  in  suggs^sling  at  the  time 
when  the  siid  demand  is  made;  and  should  any  of  the  propoped 
amendmeata  to  the  Constitution  be  agreed  on  by  the  .said  Convention 
— voting  by  States — and  the  same  be  raliQed  by  ihn  L'^gi-latures  of 
two-thirds  of  the  several  SuUc-,  or  by   Convenlions    iu  two-thirds       ' 
thereof— as  the  one  or  the  other  raocle  of  ratiticntiou  may  bo  pro- 
prosed  by  the  General  Goaventioa— they  shall   ihenoefai-war,!  form 
a  part  of  thiij  Conslitution.     But  no  State  shall,  without  its  rornv^n!, 
be  deprived  of  its  eqixal  representalioa  in  the  Sonata     . 

ARTICLE    VI. 

SECTION    I. 
1.    The  Governmente.stablished  by  this  CoustiUitiou  is  the  Bucoossor  This  Oonsti- 
of  the  Provisional  Grovernmeut  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  tution  to  su- 
and  all  the  laws  passed  by  the  latter  shall  conliauc  in  force  until  the  persede  ^o- 
same  shall  be  repealed  or  modified;  and  all  the  officers  appointed  Jift°°ioQ 
by  the  same  shall  remain  in  ofiQce  until  thi-ir  successovfl  are  appoiated 
and  qualilied,  or  the  offices  abolished. 

SECTION  II. 

1.    All  debts  contracted  and  engagenients  entered  into  before  the  Debts, 
adoption  of   thia   Constitution,  shall  be  a3  valid   against  the  Con- 
federate Slates,  under  this  Constitution,  as  under  the   ProvLsional 
GFovernment, 

SECTION  III. 

1.    This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  Confederate  Stctes  made  in  Supreme 
pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, '^^  of  i^® 
under  the  authority  of  the  Confeder.ito  States,  shall  be  the  supreme '*"'*" 
law  of  the  land;  and   the  Judgcsi  in  every  State   sbali  be   bound 
thereby,  anything  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of   any  Slate  tb  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

SECTION   IV. 

1.    The  Senators  and  Representatives  before  meaiioued,  and  the  Oatha  of 
members  of  the  several  £tate  Legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  ju-  office, 
dicial  officers,  both  of  (he  Confederate  States  and  of  the  several 
States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  afiinnatlon  to  support  this  Consti- 
tution; but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification 
1o  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  Confederate  States. 

SECTION   V.  Etinmeration 

1.    The  enumeraticD,  in  the  Constitution,  of  CPrtaia  rights,  shall  not  ''f  ^f '''*"°, 
be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people  of  JJfjjg    "^^ 
the  several  States.  others. 
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aacTioN  VI. 

aaservou  1.    The  poweranoi  delegated  to  the  Confederate  Stales  by  ibo  Oon- 

nghu.  stitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to   the  States,  ar-?  reserved   to   the 

States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people  thereof. 

ARTICLE  VIL 
i^itificalion.       1.    The  ratilicatioa  of  the  Conventioas  of  five  States  shall  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  estAblishment  of  tlils  Goastitution  between  the  States 
so  ratifying  the  same. 

2.  When  five  States  thall  have  ratiSocl  this  CoastitBtioa,  in  the 
manner  before  specified,  the  Congress  under  the  Provleioaal  Coasti- 
tutioQ  shall  prescribe  the  time  for  holding  the  election  of  Pfesideut 
and  Vice-President,  and  for  (he  meeting  of  the  electoral  college,  and 
for  counting  the  vot-es,  and  inaugurating  the  President.  They  shall 
also  prescribe  the  time  for  holding  the  first  election  of  members  of 
Congress  under  ihifr  Constitution,  and  the  time  for  assembling  the 
same.  Until  the  aaaembling  of  such  Congress,  the  Congress  under  the 
Provisional  Conatitution  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  legislative 
powers  granted'thera,  not  extending  beyond  the  time  limited  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  Provi^ioual  Government. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  JOURNAL  OF  CONGRESS. 

CoxGP.BSS,  March  11,  1861. 
Vole  oa  the       On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Con- 
adoptioa  of  federate  States  of  America,  the  vo!e  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays;  and 
^^n''°°*'''^"  the  Constitution  was  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows  : 
"'    ■  Those  who  voted  in  the  aflSrmatlve  being  Messrs.  Walker,  Smith, 

Curry,  Hale,  McRae,  Shorter,  and  Fern,  of  Alabama,  (Messrs.  Chil- 
ton and  Lewis  being  ab.sent);  Messrs.  Morton,  Anderson,  and  Oweas, 
of  Florida;  Messrs.  Toombs,  Howell  Cobb,  Bartow,  Nisbet,  Hill, 
Wright,  Thomas  R.  R.  Cobb,  and  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  (Messrs. 
Crawford  and  Kenan  being  absent);  Me&srs.  Perkins,  DeCloaet,  Con- 
rad, Kenner,  Sparrow,  and  Marshall,  of  Louisiana;  Messrs.  Harris, 
Brooke,  Wilson,  Clayton,  Barry,  and  Hanison,  of  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Campbell  being  absent);  Messrs.  Rhett,  Barnwell,  Keitt,  Chesnut, 
Memminger,  Miles,  Withers,  and  Boyce,  of  South  Carolina;  Messrs. 
Reagan,  Hemphill,  Waul,  Gregg,  Oldham,  and  Ochiltree,  of  Texas, 
(Mr.  Wigfall  being  absent.) 
A  true  copy  :  J.  J.  HOOPER, 

Secfi-elary  of  the  Congresx 

Congress,  March  11,  1861. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  are,  respectively,  trne  and 
correct  copies  of  "  The  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
Ameri(¥i,"  unanimously  adopted  this  day,  and  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  the  adoption  thereof. 

HOWELL  COBB, 
,  President  of  (Jie  Oongrtm- 


Oortificate. 


JBK  RATUM. 


-On  page  18,  in  General  Joint  Besolntion,  Chapter  VIII,  second  paragraph,  ninth 
Uac,  the  word  "  improvensientB  "  should  he  "  impresements." 


